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THE MOST WONDERFUL EVENT 
IN HISTORY. 


‘THE SAVIOR AND THE LIGHT OF MEN 
God's Word as the cue of the W orld 


os M fithew 6 :21 | 7 | " 

- Thou shalt call his name foe (Hebrew for Savior) : ae he har 
“gave his people from their sins. (Also, Emmanuel, meaning, God with us. 
| Tsaiah 73 ae | se pS Ua) a ee 


ss Mark seen | ee 
; te . ‘There came a voice ae heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, a 
oo in 1 whom 1 r am ne pleased. 7 | 
3 Lake 2: s10-14 Dee : ee Lat ee 
2 The Angel said unto aed Fear not: for behold, I bring you tidings — 
2a of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day, 
a in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And. this shall 
‘Se be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes,. 
cae lying i ina manger. And suddenly : there was with the angel a multitude of — 
ey; heavenly hosts praising God, and saying, Glory to Ged) in the highest, and = 
Be on hearth ee geod will toward men. 


“John T: 14 o, : | | es nS 
‘ Inthe Gecasing was the Word, and the Word was with God, “aiid us | 

oe | Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things © 
| = were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was 
s made. Tn Him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
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. Tue Licut or THE WorLD.—John 1:5. 


THE WONDERFUL STORY BEFORE CHRIST. 
_ MARVELOUS CHANGES IN HUMAN UNDERSTANDING 
ines OW hat We Owe to Those Pho Lived Before Us. fae ae 


Ss is ohn T0:10. —I am come that ne nigh have life, and that 
aes they might have it more abundantly. | | 


e Matthew Sy 37 40.—Thou shalt love the Lord Dae God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This. 
is the first and great commandment. And the second ts like unto — 

it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two com- 
: mandments hang ae the law and the renee: | 


‘HE first family lived i ina perfect home. It was harmony — 
fi andpeace. Such happiness and welfare meant harmony — 
_ and peace with the maker and giver of this wonderful existence. 

Nothing could destroy that perfect living but to get out of 
‘peace and harmony with God. There was only one way then 
to destroy that happiness and welfare, just as there i is now only | 


one way to defeat God’s good to us, and that way was and is to 


disobey the divine word or law. That word or law came to 


mankind before Christ, through many different methods suit- _ : 
ie able to the needs of the people, and was often as dimly and 


ey understood and obeyed as since, when it came through 
_ Christ, and we now dimly and poorly understand and obey Him 
as the living Word and Law of God. 
~The Garden of Eden at last contained a disobedient family 
: and i it was a ees of Eden no more for mankind. Our first | 
| ge : 
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parents disobeyed and were out fe harmony aod peace wee 


God. The happiness and welfare were lost then, as it is now, = 


for all who do not live by the word of God through Christ, the — 


A light and the life of men. The disobedient family was driven 


out, where they now belonged, into the imperfect world. | 
At first God talked direct with these weak and foolish homan 


until all but the family of Noah were destroyed in the flood. 
| Then, after that, the people so miraculously preserved peste 
prosperous and arrogant. They thought they could defeat the — 


oe plan of God in the world by building a tower that would reach — 
up into heaven. God scattered them by the confusion of © 
tongues at the building of the tower of Babel. Then disaster 
__ after disaster came upon men until we find that the faith has — 
been kept true by only a few certain men who now become lead- — 


ers of their race. They are what we know as the ee of 
the ancient world. oe 


The story of human progress pathets arouiid ABE hea 


about Isaac and on to Jacob. The Wonderful Providence of — 
God now surpasses imagination as we get into the history 9 of 
Joseph and the enslavement of the chosen people in Egypt. — 
Then Moses appears as the great bearer of the faith of God. 
He becomes the leader to take them back to the promised land. 


Through wonders upon wonders of human experience, tne at a 


last reach Canaan, the land of their fathers. 


Then comes an age of prophecy when prophets try to keep | 


the people true. But the Israelites live in the midst of enemies 
and idolatrous nations. The prophets often seem about to i 
and it pUDEA as if the faith of the fathers i 1s about to be e lost. 


« 


at vie 


beings and reproved them, but they went from bad to worse, — es : 
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Py 


) ae al the course of time ake people clamor for a king. This 
pana ona reign of kings and what a wonderful story of kings 
~ and kingdoms if 152 ee ‘live ee the sword and they die by | 
fitie sword, 


s aa OF THE PROPHETS AT THE GAT ES OF JERUSALEM.—N eh, 2: 13. 


“The prophets of God do the most wonderful things, and 
Sill, the power of men is more relied upon than the power of 
: - God. The result is that the tribes, now formed into kingdoms, 
reach great glory only to fall into the greatest shame. The long 
: line of meprcs at ‘last appears to come toanend. Their place 
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1s taken by priests learned in ne ae The | ieee a the ie 


becomes a cruel bondage to the spirit. of the faithful, for through — 
it all a few still keep the ancient faith. During nearly four 


hundred years religious darkness gathers over the world. The 
strength of men, as the protection of the J ewish nation, fails, 
and they are conquered by the strength of stronger men. The = 
chosen people are scattered and enslaved far and wide among a 
the people who know not God. The rulers that remain are 
subject to other rulers. These little kings, and even the chief — 
religious leaders, have become cruel and corrupt. Even the few ee 
who still keep the faith of the fathers believe that the tighteous- a 
ness which is to come can come only through God raising up an ae 
all-conquering king, who will restore to them the glory ofa. 
chosen nation. Such is to be their Savior. He is not only to 
be the Son of God, but also King of the J ews. : 3 
That Savior came. But how different was the kingdom io 
came toestablish. It was not a kingdom of men, but a kingdom : 
of God. It was not a kingdom of bodies but of souls. He came 
in glory, but not in the glory of Solomon; He came in power, 
but not in the power of Samson; He came in honor, but not in 
the honor given to Joseph by Pharoah, or to Daniel ee the 
Syrian king. _ : 
The kingdom of God was no longer to ee Demin of 
worldly control but of inner life. The old had failed and 
passed away, the new was to begin a new revelation of God to. 
man, arog Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. eee 


7”. 


NEW LIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


A new world was. revealed to human beings i in the appear- | 
ance of the Savior of man on fare That new world w was not 
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oon Epon of things or wills, but of lee interest in relations 
that include the King of kings and the Lord of lords 1 in the © 
| social life in God. ; 
In the first message of Chiice to she world, He declared chat 
23 the kingdom of heaven is at hand, and He revealed Himself as 
_ the medium of a new covenant of 1g life between man and 
Z a Maker, — 

Therefore, of all the wonderrat experiences ‘that have ever 
~ come to. the human. race, the greatest was now at hand. The Son > 
of Man came as the message of God, and brought forth: the 
é ‘ dawn of an undying day to a new world. : 
_ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of J udea in the days of Herod 


ae ie king (Matthew : 2:1). He was cradled in a manger, lived a i. 


life of the humblest simplicity and ended His mortal career | 
~ upon across, and yet His life is told and retold many times more _ 


Ps than all other heroes of the world together, and His message ~ | 


a grows and grows and is used and abused many times more than 
~_all the social and religious meanings that were ever introduced 
into the mind of man. The life and the message bearing such — 
3 q power over human interests are therefore worthy of the closest — 
of attention and study. Such meaning must be vital or it could © 
- not be a source of such endless interest and strength for the 
a ‘social mind of humanity. 
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E EAST 


His STAR IN TH 


STORY OF THE WONDERFUL CHILD 


es 2) ohn qT 20. —J ohn, seeing y esus coming unto lim, said, Behold | 
ce the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. | 
John 3:16. —For God so loved the world, that He gave his 
eu s on begotten Son, that. whosoever believeth in Him should not 
Re po vie have everlasting life. | 


| . HE Baperor Augustus of Rome saed over all the civil- 
oe ized world when the Wonderful Child was born. The 

been tale of the promised land had not kept the word of 
_ God, and, like the first parents in the Garden of Eden, they 
“had lost their inheritance. A Roman governor ruled over the 


_ regions where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had dreamed their se 


= dreams and cared for their people. Israel had a king subject to 


_ the governor, and the religious interests of the Jews were man- 


aged by the court of priests subject to the king. And so the 
people were oppressed when there. appeared a Redeemer and 
aes bri inging a new faith, hope and love into the world. 


PAGS angel Gabriel appeared to Mary in Nazarethof Judea 


oa announcing to her that she would become the mother of a son 
whom she should call Jesus. He told her (Luke 1:32) that he 

~ shall be great and shall be called Son of the Highest. Gabriel — 
had been sent on a mission before this from heaven to earth. — 
This was the angel called by a voice from heaven to make 
a Daniel understand a vision (Daniel 8:16). 

___ Mary became the wife of Joseph, and soon after they were 
nied to go a distance of eighty miles to Bethlehem with 
other people, to be registered so that the Sys tax-gatherer 
_ could collect taxes, according to law. 


2 Tmt 
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| When they reached Bethlehem, all the boarding places were . a 
crowded, and so they found a small private house to stay in 
o until the birth of the child. Even this was not a suitable place _ 


for them when the Wonderful Child was born, and they placed . 
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Tue BABE IN THE MANGER.—Luke 2: 7-20. 


it in a manger, where they could have more room, and probably — 
be less disturbed by strangers. — ; ” Se 

It does not seem that poverty forced them to cradle the 
baby in a manger, though they were poor, but it was because — 
of the crowded condition of the town. = = © 


WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT 9 
_ There were at this time wise men in the East, who were 
: ae their flocks by night, when an angel appeared and told 
them that the prophecies of the prophets of old were now ful- — 
filled, and that the child was born who would be king of the — 
Jews. In great joy they hastened to pay their devotions to the 
babe. They came to Jerusalem, asking (Matthew 2:2-3), — 
Where is He that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen — 
His star in the East and have come to worship Him. When | 
Herod the king heard Bisse Hg he was troubled and all 
. al erusalem with him. : 
_ Herod thought of Christ only as a al to his throne aaa 
so hated the little child. But he told the wise men to go on to 
_ Bethlehem, and when they had found the Child to bring Herod 


_ word so that he could come and worship the babe. Romboy: - 5 


; sap went as directed on to Bethlehem. 


Tae ee IN THE fades 


Ghe the wise men had started for Bethlehem, a star ap- 
- Rowe leading them on ‘until i it stood over the place where the | 
child was. When they had found the child they fell down and 
5 worshipped Him, but, being warned of God not to tell Herod, 
~ each went back to his own country, without eae Herod know 
where they had found the child. | 
According to the Jewish custom, at the end of forty ork ; 
the parents took the babe up to Jerusalem to the temple, where 
a sacrifice of two doves was made, as was usual with poor 
people (Luke 2:24). 
While this ceremony-was in progress, a man named Simeon, 
z who had Deep told Re the Holy ks that he would not die 


ey 
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until he had seen the “Annointed of Jehovah,” was guided by 
the Spirit to the Temple. There he took the child into his arms, 
and proclaimed him for the first time, as the Christ of God. 
Then he said (Luke 2:29-30), Lord, now lettest Thy servant 
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THE Fiicut into Ecypt.—Maitt. 2:1 3-15. 


depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

. Thy salvation. | 
At the same time Anna, a prophetess, eighty-four years of 
age, came up to them and gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke 
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- Him to all dieu that looked for redemption i in the oe 


oF Christ. | 
‘Herod the king was very angry when he found that theres 


irik men had not returned to tell him where the babe was, for : 
he desired to destroy any one who was considered to have any 
_ claims to his throne. He sought to find the child that he might 
slay him, but God warned Joseph in a dream and told him to 
~ take the mother and the babe down into Egypt. This he did, — 
thus escaping the dreadful slaughter of little children ordered 

by Herod. J oseph remained in Egypt until Herod died, when 


} 


he returned to his native Jand with the mother and child. This 


_ fulfilled a prophecy which said (Hosea 11:1), Out of Egypt I 
_ have called My Son. 


After this we know nothing of the wonderful babe, except 


= that he grew strong in spirit and wisdom (Luke 2:40), and the 


grace of God was upon him. Beautiful stories told from gen- 
eration to generation, far back from an unknown beginning, 


are told of him, so many that they alone would make a book, 
but numbers of them are known to be so unreliable that all are 
- unacceptable for fear that they would give false impressions 


about oe wonderful character of the God child. 


| / THE CHILD eee IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM 


tn remembrance of is deliverance of the Israelites from 


ss many public observances had been celebrated at vari- 
_ ous times, by the Israelites, but the one known as the feast of — 
_ the Passover had become at last the great day of thanksgiving 


. “ie the mercy and care of God. 


Every ge the Jewish people sorhered at Jerusalem to 
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MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS 
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‘ Se ciohet the day when God passed. over the first born of the 
Israelites and gave death to all the first born of the Egyptians, 
Z because Pharoah CEG to let the children of Israel leave the 

land. 


Sh} Sedlem to celebrate that great meee in the long established 
5 opens way. 

The first record of He anid J esus coming into notice, nde ve 
: Ae that He felt his divine mission, was on the occasion of 
_ His visit to Jerusalem to the Feast of the FaeOveD when He 
was twelve years old. | | | 
_ The visit was soon over and the company in Phi He came, 
including Joseph and Mary, started homeward. It can be 


ED nubeless, every year “I esus had gone wih his fachily? up to. 


_ believed that Jesus was of a very social nature, and a favorite, 


because His parents seemed to have thought nothing of travel- 
ing all day away from Jerusalem without Him. But, pre- 
* sumably, when they camped at night, and He did not come to 
them, they began to inquire and found that no one had seen 
Him since they left Jerusalem. 
__ It is hardly to be supposed that they were neglectful in their — 
duty to the boy, but trusted Him to be using His time well, for 
_ they were greatly alarmed, and returned in haste to the city, 
in distressed search for Him. It took them three days to find 
the boy, and then He was not having a social good time among 

acquaintances, or, as other boys might do, seeing the sights of 
_ the town, but He was in the temple (Luke 2:46), sitting in the 
= midst of the iearned men, both hearing so and asking them 
an questions. F 
And all te heard Him were astonished at His under- 
uke standing a and answers. 
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When His parents had faa Him, His tothe nde Bang oe 
why hast Thou thus dealt with us? Behold, Thy i and 17 ae 
have sought Thee sorrowing. Ae 

_ And He said unto them, How is it that ye aiuete mee Wise 
ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? 2 

But, in dutiful obedience to the wishes of His parents, He — 
returned with them, for the time was not yet fulfilled when — 
‘the supremely wonderful events of His life were to take place. | ae 

Humanity would be much richer if it had more of the life 
of the child Jesus, and yet we do not know how much i it eee = 
be misunderstood. . : cece 2: ee 
s. Very sure, the apostles either did not know. ce of ihe = 
_ early years, or they did not regard it as bearing upon the Chris- — 
tian way. In those years, He was no doubt “about His Father’ s 

_ business,” but not in a way to arouse the attention of the 3 
people, for His yO ens years were Hoe to be. i a 
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= _-—- QuEstioninc THE LearNeD MrEn.—Luke 2: 41-51. 
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THE NEW LIGHT 
JOHN THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST 
Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus :} 


Matthew 3:1-3.—In those days came John the Baptist, preach- 

ing in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye; for the 

Kingdom of Heaven 1s at hand. For this He that was spoken 

. of by the Prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight. 


-a wild looking man from the wilderness! There were scribes 
and Pharisees, and learned men of many kinds whose ‘poe 
sional office was the law and the prophets. 


home. 


16 


HAT was a strange man who came as a herald proclaim- 
i __ing the startling doctrine that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand. How bewildering it must have been to all those _ 
who thought he should say that the Kingdom of the Jews was — 

at hand. And still more, why should it be announced by such | 


His father was a priest, and it is said (Luke 1:6), that hiss 
parents were both righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
-mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. They were 
old, long past the ee when children are to be even into. ee 


One day when the good man was burnin incense within _ 
the inner shrine of the temple, and the people were worshiping __ 
outside, a vision appeared. He saw an angel standing beside 
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the altar. He at first feared, but the angel Gabriel reassured 
him and told him that his wife would have a son whom he 


: | should call John. 


_ This seemed so impossible that Zacharias asked for a sign. | 
"The angel told him he should be dumb until the day when these 


= things were fulfilled. The people wondered why the old in- | 


cense burner remained so long inside the holy place of the tem- 


s = ple, and when he came out they saw that he was speechless. : 


pier then knew that he had seen a vision.. 


When the child- was born, as foretold, the seletbers and a 


- cousins came in to rejoice with the mother, and they named him | 
Zacharias, after the name of his father (Luke 1:59). And his 
_ mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. 
_ And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is. 


called by that name. And they made signs to his father, how : - 


_ he would have him called. And he asked for a writing table 


_and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marveled all. | 


_ And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loos- 
. : ue and he spoke, and praised God. 


THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE AROUND JOHN. 


We ee as little of the Boshcod of John as we do that of 
Jesus. This leaves us to infer that they lived as other right- 
ously cared-for children, with no manifestation of their divine 
- mission, bearing upon the welfare of the world, until later in 


| ; life. 


We are told that John was born about six months before 
Jesus and that ess mothers were cousins and confidential 
_ frends. 
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The first we oe of John beside the pinphieey of his bu 
is that he came out of the wilderness preaching a new doctrine | 
that was proclaimed as a fulfillment of the old, preparing the _ 
way for the Son of God. He was clothed in the coarsest gar- 
ments of camel’s hair, denoting humility and he lived on the 
wild honey and locusts found in that region. » 

It was at the worst period ever known to the Jewish faith: : 
The Roman government, under Augustus Cesar as Emperor, 
had laid hands on every particle of power to be found among 

the Jews. They were under the masterful rule of a Roman 
procurator named Pontius Pilate, answerable to the Governor _ 
of Syria. And yet under this was the rule of their own king _ 
Herod over them, besides an exacting priesthood. Withallthis 
they were torn by dissentions both religious and political among 
themselves. — 

Into such a confusion and oppression, J one came preaching — 
the beginning of the new gospel. The fame of a new promise 
of delivery for the people spread everywhere, and the multi- — 
tudes flocked to him to join in the new movement, which evi 
dently few of them yet understood. — 3 oe 

The main points in his powerful call to the people for a new oe 
righteousness, both moral and religious, were told them (Luke 
3:3-17) on the banks of the Jordan, as they came to him for 
advice or offered themselves for baptism. It wasa noble doce 
trine of honesty, generosity, repentance, and an acknowledge- __ 
ment of new life before all men through the services of baptism, 
as open profession of a new covenant with God. _ oo 

His mission was that of a voice crying in the wilderness __ 
bearing witness of the light that all men through him might __ 
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Daher (John l 8). In this testimony, he said that the law 
2 = given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 


THE DEATH OF JOHN. 


= 


= The prophet always rebuked the sins of the rulers as well : 
as those of the people. John could not be silent under the gross 
es immorality of Herod. So the sie rebuked him. Herod 
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BEHEADING OF JOHN THE Rie a ak 6oug 


seems to have felt the words of John deeply but the woman, 
his unlawful wife, was enraged with hatred against one who 
would defeat her will with the king. Herod, himself, we are 
told (Mark 6:16), had sent forth and laid hold upon John, 
and bound him prisoner for Herodia’s sake, his brother Philip’s 
wife, for he had married her. She had tried to kill him and 
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he 


could not; for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just 


man and holy. 


When the king’s birthday came around, he made a “suppee “ 


to which were invited the chief persons beholden to him in his 


kingdom. In the midst of what was doubtless a drunken ca- oa 
rousel, the daughter of Herodia came in and danced before the — 


king. Herod was so well pleased that he most extravagantly 


promised her any reward she might choose, even to the half of © 


his kingdom. She went to her mother and said unto her, What 
shall I] ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 

The girl returned to the king, saying, I will that thou give 
_ me, by and by, on a charger, the head of John the Baptist. | 
. The king was exceedingly sorry, but he reasoned that an 
oath is an oath, a promise is a promise, and for the honor ne 


his word, he should commit this horrid murder. So, the drunken a 
promise was respected greater than the deed, the head was 


orovalt to the girl and she took it to her mother. 
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TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS | 
CHRIST REBUKING SATAN 
. Beginning of the W onderful Career 


Hebrews 4:14.—We have a great High Priest, that passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the S on of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
For we have not a High Priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. 


NE great day, fet months before John’s death, when | 


: | he was baptizing i in the River Jordan, he rebuked the 
‘many quarreling religious sects that were coming, perhaps with 
much hypocrisy, at least with more fear than repentance, to be 


_ baptized into the new confession of faith. He warned them 


_ of many wonderful things and in this discourse he said (Luke 
~ 3:16), One mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 
_ Jam not worthy to unloose; He shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost and with fire. Then that One came among the others as 


humble as the least. It was the opposite of what was expected _ 


of a great military king come to redeem the Jews from the power 
of Rome, yet this was exactly what Jesus was there to do for the 


- whole world forever. 
Jesus asked John to baptize Him as aa been done to the 


: others, but John forbade Him, saying (Matthew 3:14-17), I 
have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou tome? And 


_ Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now; for thus 


ar 
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it becometh us to fulfill all Helene ‘Then He i 
him. And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway __ 
out of the water; and lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and light- 


ing upon Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is My. 4 
Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. | 


i> 


“THE WONDERFUL FORTY DAYS. 


Moses spent forty days upon Sinai when the great command- __ 
ments were received, and Elijah retired from the presence _ 


of man for the same length of time to commune with God in — 
~Mount Horeb. In like manner, Christ retired from the pres- 
ence of man both at the beginning of His ministry and at the 
end, for a period of communion with the Father. For forty 


days He remained fasting, and then, being hungered, the devil aa | 
appeared unto Him and tempted Him, saying (Luke Ao) ie A 


Thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made 


. 2 bread. 


But there could be no bah sign given to Satan, even to ap-- = = 


pease hunger, and Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, “Ne 
that man shall not live by bread alone, but by Ney word - 3 


God. “ 
: After this, He was shown all the iuecam: of the ond ad 3 


was offered all the power and glory of them, but Jesus refuted 
him again with a quotation from the Scriptures. Now He was 


taken to the pinnacle of the temple of Jerusalem and told to cast — 
Himself down to show proof that He was the Son of God. This — 
time the devil quoted Scripture to prove that the angels would | 
not let Him be hurt u He were indeed the Son of God. Then a 
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came the end of Satan’s effort as Jesus affirmed His divinity — 


_ before the enemy of man inks 4:12), Thou shalt not tempt the 
a Lord vie God. oes 


THE WITNESSES FOR CHRIST. 


While Jesus was fasting in the wilderness, J ohn was preach- 
ing the coming of Christ. He was asked all manner of ques- 
- tions about himself, but he made no claim of being more than 


a voice crying in the wilderness. 


-One day as John was talking with his discipice he saw Jesus 


coming to him, and he said to them (John 1:29), Behold the 
_ Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world! 
Then John told them of seeing the Spirit of God descending 
oe bath heaven like a dove upon Jesus, and that this had already 
_ been told him as the sign whereby he would know the One who 
was coming to baptize His people with the Holy Ghost. 


Two of John’s disciples hearing him say of Jesus, Behold | 
_ the Lamb of God, turned from John and followed Jesus. The 


_ calling of the first two disciples was very simple. Seeing them 
coming after Him, Jesus turned and said unto them (John 
1:38), What seek ye? They said, Master, where dwellest 


- Thou? He answered, Come and see. 


_ One of these men was named Andrew. He hunted out his 


_ brother Simon and said to him, We have found the Messiah! © 
_ This means, We have found Christ, our Savior! What a 
a joyful message! How many happy millions have since been 
_ able to say those precious words! What does it mean when we 
say we have found Him? Not, indeed, an object but the truth 
that makes us free. 


Papin Ree ICONS Bay WHT be ce aed fa : a 
Tee Tay TL: Py = athe eV. AR has WL ee pA) F 
Wer ens gee, ge OAL Ie pote i ett ee a Se PA BR eg | 


NEO? GS Wey dee Ree eee ae apm i ay Kc ys iW 


24 WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT 


Andrew brought his brother (S Jesus and decd gave him ie 
anew name (John 1:42). 3 
_ The next day Jesus went over into the country orn aS: ie 
Galilee, and there met Philip. To him he said, Follow me. 
Philip afterward met Nathaniel and told him that they had _ 
found the one foretold by Moses and the prophets. It was — 
Jesus of Nazareth. The place called Nazareth was not noted — < 


THE SOWER.—Maitt. 13:3, 9. 


for having either great or good men in it. Nathaniel doubted. 
He replied, Can any good thing come out of N azareth ? Philip a 
said, Come and see. oe 
There was no argument about it. Let Sea one be enavieed ES 
of himself. Seeing is believing. Whosoever willmaycome. 
Nathaniel came. Jesus spoke to him as s he approached a as 
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one knowing him. This aroused Nathaniel’s wonder. Then — 
Jesus spoke more convincingly about seeing him some time be- 
fore under a fig tree. Nathaniel was amazed. He exclaimed, 
Master, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel. 
Jesus replied, that, though this caused him to believe, it must 
_ be counted as very little before the wonders he was yet to see. 


THE WONDERFUL BEGINNING | 

GREATEST THREE YEARS IN HISTORY ~ 
The Marriage Feast at Cana 

John 2:11.—This beginning “ miracles did J ae in C an of 3 


Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed 
on um. 


HAT a fortunate bride to have the mother of J esus fom 
her guest. And yet even more, to have Jesus and His 


See there! Sometimes, like the old saying about Abrus = 
we entertain angels unaware (Genesis 18: 1); the angels of sym- _ 


pathy and good deeds. 


There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee. It was the most 
__noted assembly ever gathered together at the making of a fam- 


ily and home.. In the midst of the feast, it was found that eee 
had no wine. To fail in this universal custom at marriage — 
feasts, would have been very embarrassing, and would have © 
marred the social pleasure of the occasion very much. The 
mother of Jesus discovered this failure in the provisions and 
spoke to Him about it. He reminded her that His time was 
not yet come to show forth the powers at His command. But — 
this did not dim her faith that He would not allow any distress — 


around Him to be unrelieved. She spoke to the servants telling - 


them to do whatever Jesus bade them to do. Presently He told © 
them to fill the water vessels with water and they a sO. ‘Then 
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He said (John 2:8), Draw out now, and bear unto the governor 
moor the feast, @2 0° | 


_ When the governor of the feast had tasted the new wine, 

_ he said, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; 
__and when men have drunk well, then that which is worse; but 
thou hast kept the good wine until now. 
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_ Curist Drivinc MonEy-CHANGERS FROM THE TEMPLE.—Matt. 21: 12. 


—_— 


SCOURGING THE MONEY CHANGERS. 


ae Jesus began His great public work at the Jewish Passover 
_ in the temple at Jerusalem. The Jews came from all parts of 
the world, doubtless two or three million of them, crowding the 


; city and filling all the surrounding hills, like a vast army in 
: camp. 
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As the great temple built by King Solomon was situated in 
a commanding view on Mount Moriah, it was the great centre 


of all this pilgrimage and worship, and accordingly, it became — 
the market place for money-makers. There were foreign coins _ 
to be changed into native money, and there were the doves, _ 


sheep and even oxen to be sold for sacrifice. Gradually, the 


money makers intruded more and more on the Temple and their | 
numbers grew and their business thrived. When Jesus came — 
‘there to open His ministry, the temple was in about the worst 
possible condition. In truth, it was no longer a hn of 


God but a house of Mammon. 
We can very well believe that Jesus had become well known 


as one having authority, for what He was about to do required _ 
- more than common COREE: and more than common respect for 


what was done. 


Jesus made a scourge of ae cords, deus out all that de~ = 
filed the temple, poured out the changers’ money, overthrew the : 
tables, and ordered them no more to make of His Pater, S house 


a house of merchandise. 


‘They asked for a sign by which to how that He had cnehae . 


ity to say and do such things. This was really an impudent re- 
quest. Their works were evil and to drive them out required no 


sign. They had noright to bein the temple. To that question P 


He answered with a mystery which none could then understand 


(John 2:19), Destroy this temple, and in three daysI will raise 
itup. He was referring then to what was after awhile tocome _ 


to pass. The temple of His body was to be destroyed on the 


cross and raised again on the third day. This was the Sign of 


all Signs, the divine hope of the Christian faith. 
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THE MAN WHO CAME BY NIGHT. 


Doubtless many besides the common people became inter- 
ested in the unexplainable deeds done by the strange man pro- 
claimed among them as the Son of God. Doubtless, also, He 
began to have many bitter enemies. He had interfered with 
the money-makers in the temple, and was substituting a new 
_ doctrine for that of the many priests and learned men, who 
thrived on the religious needs of the people. 

So, we can believe that Nicodemus, a Jewish ruler and Phar- 
isee, though believing that Jesus must be of God, wanted to 
_ avoid the censure of his friends, and at the same time to receive 
the value that might come from having the blessings of Jesus. 
Accordingly, he came by night to Jesus and said (John 3:2), 
Master, we know that Thou art a teacher come from God, for 
no man can do these miracles which Thou doest, except that 
God be with him. 
' Jesus went at once to she heart of the man’s purpose, and — 
- required what seemed to be an impossible thing, saying, Except 
aman be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. It 


required a new vision, a new outlook, a new interpretation, in- 


_ deed a new interpreter for our immortal life. 
In the explanation which followed, Christ made His first 
confession concerning the mission eno which He had come into 


the world. 


Nicodemus did not renounce his place and become a fol- 
~ lower of Jesus as one of His disciples, but what he thought of 
the Master is shown when those in authority around him were 
all clamoring for the arrest and punishment of Jesus, as a dis- 

e turber of the peace. He alone arose and refuted their demands 
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= saying (J ohn 7:51), Doth our law judge any 1 man before it 
Z hear him, and know what he doeth? 


~ And then, when Jesus had suffered death on the cross, and 
was laid away in the tomb, and even the disciples feared to 


_ show themselves for fear of a like martyrdom, Nicodemus came 
- with the costliest ointment for the body (John 19:39), and | 
_ thereby expressed his reverence and love for the Man of God. 


THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 


Religious interest seems always to use the most unexpected 


means. We are always expecting pompous appearances. It 


has been so ever since the first story of the Garden of Eden. 


\ 


_ Jesus never used the means that even His most intimate friends 


expected; neither did the prophets. Jesus left Judea, because 


__ of the bitterness there against Him, to go over into Galilee. The 
__ way led Him through Samaria, a district greatly despised by the 
Jews, and whose people were the religious rivals of the temple 
worshipers in Jerusalem. 


At the base of Mount Gerizim was Jacob’s well, which had 


: been dug down through solid rock for eighty-five feet, two 


thousand years before for watering Israel’s flocks. The village 


__ of Sychar was near by, and a little farther \ was Schechem that 
had once been a great city. 


To this well, in the heat of the day; J esus and His disciples 


came. As they had no food the disciples went on into the town 
BOOT eo for Ds ous: and Jesus remained seated at the 
well. 


While Jesus was s alone, aoattless | in deep meditation, a 


woman from the village came to get water. Christ asked her 


ad . 
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to give Him a drink. She saw that He was a Jew of the tribes" 


that despised and hated her and her people. She replied to His 


request (John 4:9), How is it that Thou, being a Jew, asketh _ 
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria, for the J ews have | 


no dealings with the Samaritans? 


His answer to her was profoundly puzzling, If ‘ou knew- 
est the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give Me — 
drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him, and He would have 


given thee living water. 


THE GREAT MEANING MANY DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 
The deep meaning, she could not understand, so she asked 


how He could give her living water, seeing that He had neither _ 
rope nor vessel. Then He explained so that her interest in His 
strange promise of something better than she had ever known 2 


began to become more evident. _ 
Jesus said, Whoever drinketh of this water shall oni 
again; but whoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, 


shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be _ 


in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
Now she is more eager than ever for the wonderful welfare 


that His words were revealing, and she says, Master, give me _ 


this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 


It was not Her intelligence that was being appealed to but ; a 
her feeling and her faith. She was neither doubting nor scoff- __ 
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ing at what He said. She was in a willing mind for the won- 


ders of His mercy to her. 


Then Jesus went deep in the meaning that she did under- = 
stand. He told her to call her husband. In confusion, if not 
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in fear, she told the truth, I have no husband. Jesus replied, 
Thou hast well said, I have no husband; for thou hast had five 
_ husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband; in 
that, sayest thou truly. In these words, He thus suddenly re- 
vealed to her that He knew her life by more than mortal power. 
Her only answer was, Master, I perceive that Thou art a 
_- prophet. 
- - < Then He explained to her how universal is the worship of 
God, not confined to the mountain near them, nor to the temple 


in Jerusalem, but that (John 4:24) God is a Spirit; and they 


‘that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth. 
Neither God nor His kingdom were objects in any mortal sense. — 


_ They are of the soul and therefore not subject to either time or 


place. 
At this there was revealed ae in the woman’s being the 
_ faith that was borne on down through the ages, I know that the 
_ Messiah cometh, which is called Christ; when He i is come, He 
will tell us all things. _ 
Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am He. 
At this moment when we are eager to know what the woman, 
living the life of that degraded and immoral town, would have 
said, the disciples arrived and wondered that He should be 
talking to a woman of Samaria. 
But the woman was evidently filled with great enthused 
for she left her water-pot and went back into the city calling 
~ to those she met saying, Come and see a man which told me all 
_ things that ever I did; is not this the Christ? : 
: The people near ran to see Him, many believing « on Him 
_ from the testimony of the woman, and when they heard Him, 
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ahs said to her (John 4:42), Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying, for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that 
this 1 is ocd the ee the Savior of the world. 


Hors THE PEOPLE OF HIS HOME COUNTRY TRY TO KILL HIM. 


| Jesus had so many enemies among those He rebuked for | 
their evil ways and false doctrines, that doubtless He yearned 
_ to go among the people with whom He had lived in His boy- — 


hood and bring them to a knowledge of the truth. So, after 
_ His fame had spread far and wide, and He was called by the 


_ people of many cities in Palestine to come and preach to them, 
_ He went from Cana, where He healed the nobleman’s son, down © 
_ into Nazareth, the home of His childhood. There He visited 


His mother and went to the pe saeceye to worship with His = 


= PEOD IE. ee 

- He said in n His discourse there that a prophet i is without 
seem in his own country, and it appears that He was not favor- 
ably known in His own home town. He had not been educated 


et in the prophet’s schools and so, no doubt, was not very highly re- _ = 


 spected by the head men of the synagogue. 

Nevertheless, it became known in His home place that in 
Cana He was believed to be a great teacher, so the Rabbis in- 
vited Him to read the second lesson at the Sabbath meeting, 


~ on the day when he visited: His home synagogue. 


He opened the scroll and read from Isaiah (61:1), The 
‘Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has annointed Me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the © 
_ broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and re- 
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
oo _ bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 


Say 


- | | ; pat ' - / : | 
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And He closed the book (Luke 4:20), and He gave it again 


to the minister and sat down. 


This was not customary and all looked intently at Him 


wondering what He was about to do. He began a discourse, 
in which, at first, they were greatly pleased, but presently it 
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Tue GUEST WITHOUT A WEDDING GARMENT.—Mait. 22: 11. 
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turned to the story of how prophets were not respected in their 


own country, and how, as a result, the home country received 
no benefit from their power, and the people perished in their 
sins. Suddenly, at this rebuke, the mob-spirit arose in the con- 


gregation. They took Him and put Him outside the city. Still — 
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not satisfied in their unreasonable rage, they took Him to the 
edge of the hill on which the city was built, with the intention 


of throwing Him down headlong. 


But something happened. It could not be said here, as was 
said at the cross, He can save others, Himself He cannot save, | 


Mie, i 
wi Me Ne . 


for His time was not yet come in the fulfillment of His mission. 
The mob somehow lost sight of Him. Their hold upon Him 


loosened and He walked out from among them, thus showing 


that the sayings of the Pharisees at the cross were untrue (Mark 


JAS: 31); 


+ 


2 


DIVINE LIGHT | 
THE DEFEAT OF EVIL 
Wonders Upon Wonders 


Luke 4:42.—And when it was day, He departed, and went 
into a desert place; and the people sought Him and came unto 
Him, and stayed Him, that He would not depart from them. 
And He said unto them, I must Bee the Rude of God to 
other cities also. 


HE region of country known as the Sea of cfs ae | 
one of the most beautiful places, and the people were 4 


ever kind and gentle towards Jesus. Here they came in vast 
multitudes hungering and thirsting for righteousness. — < 

In the first vision we get of Him here, we see Him upon : 
the shore, with the people crowding around nearer and nearer: _ 
to hear the wondrous words. Then He got into a boat owned — 
by Simon and Andrew, two brothers, who were cleaning their 
nets, after they had been trying in vain to catch fish at that 
spot. He told them to go out into i water and cast their 
nets. 

Simon replied (Luke 5 ay. Master, we hae toiled all ee 
night, and have taken nothing; nevertheless, at Thy word I will © 
let down the net. Simon was showing obedience, even if blind | 
to the meaning and with no faith in results. His experience © 
derived from the day’s work was set over against the question — 


of obedience, as it so often is in human life, but this time obed- 


38 
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~ jence prevailed and the brothers cast their nets as they were on 
= to-do, 

_Immediately the value of obedience to the ord: of Christ 
was vindicated and their nets enclosed a great multitude of 

fishes, so that they had to call to other fishermen near to help 

them. 

As Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell down 
at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for ] ama sinful man, 
- OLord. This was an absolute surrender to the conviction that 
_ Christ was indeed divine. Jesus replied, Fear not; from hence- 


forth thou shalt catch men. 


The four fishermen handling these nets, rowed the boat to 
: shore and abandoned them to follow Him and be with Christ. - 


_ THE CRY OF THE LUNATIC IN. THE MIDST OF THE SERMON. ~ 


‘ ak: esus ‘went. from the miracle of the fishes to Capernaum, 
_ where he preached the following Sunday in a synagogue. In 
»- the midst of the profound attention of the congregation, sud- 
- denly a man cried out as in great fear (Mark 1:24), Let us 
alone; what have we to do with Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
_ Art Thou come to destroy us? I know Thee who Thou art, the 
i : Holy One of God. 

Jesus rebuked the spirit of evil in the man. Instantly the 
_ peace of Christ came over the man’s mind, his delusions left 
fa him, he was restored to reason, and became a worshiper with 
the people. 

The congregation might well be seated. It toes 
= piers what the word of the Lord meant to the deranged mind, 
frenzied by the folly of Satan, The people said to one another, 
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_ What thing is this? What new doctrine is this? They did not 
understand. It was too great for their comprehension. In the 
confusion, the Savior went out of the synagogue on to Simon's - 

house. There He found the mother of Simon’s wife sick of a 

fever. It was the humble home of a fisherman and the daugh- 

_ ter was caring tenderly for her sick mother when the Lord came 

in. Jesus came up and took the afflicted woman by the hand. 

He lifted her up and the fever left her. 

Great excitement now filled all the country round shee 

The people crowded into the house, they filled the yard, and 
the streets. Most of them, as is usual in places of excitement, 

_ were doubtless merely curiosity seekers, others believed in Him 

Seas worshipers, many were sufferers hoping to be healed of their 

ailments. — 

That night, Jesus sen in Simon’s house, doubtless carefully 

3 protected from the people, so He could have the needed quiet 

-andrest. But, in the early hours, Jesus arose and went out into 

2 a: solitary place to pray. Simon and the people followed seek- 

_ ing for Him. When they found Him, they said to Him, All 

~ men seek for Thee. And He said unto them (Mark 1:38), Let 

us go unto the next towns, that I may preach there, also, for 

_ therefore came I forth. Christ did not come to give the gospel 

_ toone people but to all, because all seek for Him, some indeed 

~ more blindly and dumbly than others, but the Spirit and the 
Truth cry to every soul from all God’s works, saying, Come. 

So, He went on to a town whose name we do not know. 
There, a man afflicted with leprosy came unto Him. The man 
-.came believing. His disease, the most terrible, abhorrent and 
_ incurable, was one to strike out hope from any man, but this 
_ man believed that nothing is impossible with God. This man 
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knelt before Him, pleading for Christ to cleanse him of hiss 3 
loathsome and deadly affliction. The Lord was touched with — 3 


sympathy and pity, as the man cried vee 1:40), If Thou y 

wilt, Thou canst make me clean. = 

It was regarded as defiling to anyone cane Fiche a tenes a 

| but Jesus put forth His hand and touched him, saying, Be thou a 
clean. = 


ies 
e jes 


As soon as the divine word was spoken, the leprosy depareed a ; 
from him, and the man’s faith was fulfilled. Jesus told him to a 
goat once to the priest and tell no one, but to offer his cleansings — - = 
according to the law of Moses. The man went out, no doubt _ 
intending to be obedient, but he could not contain the wondrous — a 
news. It spread everywhere, what Jesus had done, and He _ 
could no more openly enter the city because of the crushing a 
crowds desiring to see Him, but He remained out in the desert = 
places and the people c: came to o Him from every SEL ee 


THE SICK MAN WHO WOULD NOT BE. ‘KEPT FROM 
JESUS BY THE CROWDS. | 


Jesus came to Capemanin: (Mark - 20 1) and the pense 
crowded in masses about the house striving to see and hear Him. 
So great were the crowds that the sick ae not SES through 
to Him. | ee 
At this time there came four, bearing a man stricken with 
the palsy. Not being able to get near the Lord, they went up 
onto the roof of the house and opened it up so that the ee man 
could be let down through to the feet of Jesus. So 

Now there were, on this occasion, many of Christ S enemies 
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Ture Goop SAMARITAN.—Luke 10 
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i 


present among the people. | Certain of the scribes, or learned 
men, had come to find something against Him, by which to ac- — 
cuse Him, and stop His work, because that work was cutting 
so into the number of their followers, and therefore, doubtless” 
reducing their gains andsprofits. 
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Jesus HEALING THE SicK.— Matt. 4:23. ; 


§ eZ 


So Jesus dealt differently with this case than with any other. 
Perhaps the sick man thought more of being healed of his palsy __ 
than of having his sins forgiven, but as Jesus saw their faith, 
He said, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. fay ee 


WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT 45 
As Christ expected, the Pharisees were horrified at these 
words, regarding them as a most dangerous blasphemy against 
their teaching and religion. — 
___ Who can forgive sins but God alone, they inquired of one 
another? | 


| THE PRODIGAL Son.—Luke Coe im Or 


ot é . 


Jesus perceived what they were thinking and He said, Is 

it easier to say to the sick, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 

- ‘Arise, take up thy bed and walk? But that ye may know that 
the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins (speaking 


xv 
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to the sick man), I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy bed, ade go : a 4 
thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up 


his bed, and went forth before them all, ess that they © 4 


were all amazed and glorified God. 


ENEMIES SEEKING TO ACCUSE JEeUs 


The Pharisees, who believed that seme following the alee e 3 


and letter of the law were everything, found themselves rap- aoe | 
idly losing control over the people, who were taking up with 
_ Jesus’ teachings that God is a Spirit who must be pies _ 


in spirit and truth. 


The scribes and Pharisees and other shen ee a! oie = 
watched everything for a chance to accuse Him of breaking the 
law of Moses, as they strictly interpreted it. Presently they 
saw Him eating with the common people known as publicans a 


and sinners. The self-righteous learned men despised these 


people, and so, they went to the disciples of Christ and doubt- 
less, with much scorn in their voices, asked how it was that their 


- Master could so belittle Himself as to eat and drink with pub- ae 


licans and sinners. It is very likely that the disciples could 


give no excuse for such seemingly bad association of a teacher a. 


with such outcasts from the Jewish law. | 
But Jesus had an answer. | : Sor ae 


He said (Mark 2:17), They that are ahele tive no med | | 
of a physician, but they that are sick; I came not to call the-< = 


righteous, but sinners, to repentance. 


Though they could say no more on this point, they followed =e 
up with other nagging quibbles. One day some of the watch- oe 
ing Pharisees saw Jesus and His disciples going through a field ee. 
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a 


| of grain, probably a field of barley. The disciples began to 


pluck the grain and eat. Now the Pharisees had something ter- 
rible against them! They had broken the holy Sabbath day! 


This is the worship of the letter of the law, rather than the spirit 
of the law, that Paul referred to (2 Corinthians 3:6) when he ~ 


said, The letter killeth but the Spirit giveth life. 


The self-righteous bigots had often seen His miraculous 
works but not knowing how to appreciate these wonderful 
things, because they were such slaves to the rule, they were _ 


ready to pass such divine evidences over and to measure His 


righteousness by how pertectly He lived the letter of them, 


laws. 


When they saw the disciples plucking the ears of barley, 8 


heads of grain being also called ears of corn, the Pharisees cried 


out as if in holy horror, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath 


day that which 1s not lawful? 


NOT LEARNED ENOUGH IN ook LAW. 


Then Christ with the ever ready answer of Sidiapiees 
truth reminded them how David and those that were with him | 


when hungered, went into the house of God and ate the shew- 


_ bread, which, under other conditions, would have been a most oad 
unholy act, and which had no exception as an unlawful deed. 


Then came these words (Mark 2:27) that have meant so much 


to the world, The Sabbath was made for man and not man for 


the Sabbath. 


This may well mean that the law was made for man He . ee 
not the man for the law, from the reverse of which doctrine ty- 
rants have made so much misery in the world. The law is 
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- somebody’s mall eafiressed | in a statement which some other will © 


has authority to enforce over other wills. But the spirit of 
righteous need within us moves in our feelings as a witness of 
what God wants in fulfillment. 


Though the reproof was convincing enough, yet they evi- ~ 


dently did not believe it, for they continued to seek proof of 
Him and His disciples breaking the law. €: 
Christ and His disciples again entered the synagogue.. A 


man was standing there who had a withered hand, and the Phar- — 


-isees watched Him (Mark 3:2) whether He would heal him on 


_ the Sabbath day, that they might accuse Him. And He said 


unto the man which had a withered hand, Stand forth. 

Then He asked the Pharisees if it were lawful to do good 
on the Sabbath day, or evil, to save life or to kill? But they 
held their peace. ea 
Jesus saw by their hostile looks that they regarded His _ 
_ works as being evil and He was grieved in righteous anger at 


the hardness of their hearts. But none of that could keep Him 


from doing right, so He said to the man, Stretch forth thine 
hand, and he stretched it out, and his hand was restored whole 
as the other. And the Pharisees went forth and straightway 
~ took counsel with the Herodians against Him, how they might 
destroy Him. It is thus that the world has so often destroyed 


its friends, and stoned its prophets. Prejudice blinds and when 


_ the will is set on a thing there 1s no mercy. | 
There need be no surprise that all the rulers and feree 


ak were enemies of Jesus directly in the face of His divine - 
_ manifestations. The true, the beautiful and the good are ever 


_ opposed by fixed and set prejudices adopted by men as their 
te truth, and therefore ever after to be sustained as their pride and 
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LAZARUS AND THE Rich Man.—Luke 16. 
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_ will. We think, if we had seen the miracles of Jesus, that we 
would have at once become His devoted disciples. This prob- © 
_ ably depends entirely upon what might have been the condition 
of our pride of mind. Pride knows only the looks of things, 
never the meaning of things. 
_ God is in every good however little, even the same Christ 
is in it, and when any of us oppose that good, we are acting the 
part of Pharisees, and are no less secking to destroy Christ than | 
eZ the Herodians were. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ENEMIES OF JESUS. 


_ Americans think they have about the best examples of big- 
_ otry in the Puritanic laws of early New England, but those laws 
_ were mild indeed, by the side of the religious rules that were 
_ fastened on the people among whom Jesus was working to re- 
veal the light of life. We cannot wonder that the common peo- 
ple (Mark 12:37) heard Him gladly. : 
Among all the religious sects, the Pharisees made themselves 
the most conspicuous as the keepers of the law. They had broad 
fringes on their clothing, four large tassels on the cap, and lit- 
tle boxes containing scripture texts fastened on their right arms. 
and across their foreheads. They stopped at the street corners 
_ and prayed in loud voices, they gave small coin to the numer- 
ous beggars, wherever they could attract the most ue ee by 
_ this show of charity. 
Their Sabbath day Te at sunset Friday evening and 
_ ended at sunset on Saturday. As the shadow of night came 
over them very differently in the valleys and among the hills, 
_ there was some considerable confusion. As they had no such 


52 WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT | a 
things as clocks, they decided, that, on donaaaye the mo- 
‘ment of the beginning of the Sabbath should be that of the hens 
going to roost. A trumpet announced the beginning and the 
close of the Sabbath day. Not the slightest labor was allowed, 
all money must be laid off the person, and not even a needle or 
pin was allowed in anyone’s possession on that day for fear a 
they might be tempted to use them. On that day, they must 
not wear anything having metal in it. A loaf of bread coulda 
not be carried by one, though if in the hands of two at once, it 
was not unlawful. No food could be carried on the holy day 4 
larger in amount than a dried fig. The honey carried must be 
no more than would annoint a wound. There must beno more _ 


water carried than would make an ointment of eye-salve. No 2 
one must have more ink on that day than would make two letters 
of the alphabet. It was considered a criminal offense for any- 8 
one to light a fire or to put one out. No one dared even to set — 4 
a broken bone on that day. Even if a person were fallen into me 
a pit, he could not be helped out. Water could not be drawn, = 


the hands could only be sprinkled, not washed. / 
One notable discussion between two sects of the Pharisees 
was whether it was lawful to eat an eggs laid on the Sabbath | 
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day. But this was full of terrible questions. Suppose a hen Te 

: _was to be killed on the day following the Sabbath day and she 
: should lay an egg the day before she died, was that a lawful sy 
2 egg? Who can answer now? Hillel was regarded as the most 
: learned Rabbi in all the four hundred years between the time __ 
: of the Bible prophets and the coming of Christ. He argued = 
S that such an egg was not a lawful egg and soit was condemned, 
3 and henceforth the person who ate such an egg was a sinner. = 


ne. | ee oe eee Sree me tL ye ie 
a Se eS Se « 


WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT 53 


‘There were hundreds of other things equally foolish as we 
now look at it, but which were then regarded as the most com- 
manding of divine law. No wonder they were such bitter and 
heartless enemies of Christ. But we cannot look with such con- 
tempt as we might on A foolishness, because the most learned 


Tue TEN TaLents.—Mait. 25:1 


‘men of fhe middle ages debated equally absurd questions, and 
it is very likely that we now entertain follies, such as wars, 
child labor, and immoralities, that the future generations will 


condemn even as worse absurdity and a more degrading use of 
the gifts of God. esi 


‘THE TWELVE DISCIPLES ORDAINED 
A NEW VISION OF THE DIVINE WAY 


Can Satan Cast Out Satan? — 


Mark 3:34-35.—And He looked around about on them, which 
sat about Him, and said, Behold, my mother and my brethrent = 
For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my (RUEIE ee 
and my sister, and mother. 3 Se 


Ry 


‘HE truth and reality of eternal eliion haa was to. oe the? 
kinship of souls created in the will of God, as compos- : 
ing the divine family in the kingdom of heaven. So His follow. = 
ers were to be to Him all the meaning of brother, sister and — 
mother. How dear, how precious that would be, indeed the 
Kingdom of God within us. | f 
Christ went up into a mountain tt called unto Him whom : 
He would; and they came unto Him. And He ordained twelve _ 
(Mark 3:14), that they should be with Him, and that He ee 
send them forth to preach. 


alas x 


Then they came into a house and the people Bee. in SO se . 
close upon them that they could not even eat bread. His breth- _ ae 


ren became alarmed, fearing that the sudden pone He 
had achieved (Mark 3:21) had unsettled His mind. 

Even His own kinsfolk and near friends could not recon-— 
cile His ways so utterly different from anything they had ever 
known around them. So much more shone we ARPT: the’ 


I-10. 


JERUSALEM.—Mark 11 
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sublime newness of the origin af what we know as Chiistiantee | 4s 
in Christ. It was so utterly different that it seemed to be an e 
impossible doctrine. It transferred the values of life from the a 


material to the spiritual world. 


Thus the enemies of Jesus increased in their hatred toward a 
Him as He continued to ignore their absurd requirements. On 
one occasion, when there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus 

went up into Jerusalem, He came by the pool of Bethesda. Ato 
this season of the year, multitudes of unfortunates came to. 


bathe in the water which was believed to cure the one that went 
down first into the pool, when the water bubbled up. 


Among these miserables, Jesus saw a man lying es his | 


bed, who had been afflicted thirty-eight years. 


Jesus stopped at his side and said (John 5- 6), Wilt thou me 


_ made whole? The afflicted man answered Him, Sir, I have no 


ma4n, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but e 


while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 


Jesus said to him, Rise, take up thy bed and walk. Fright- 
ful to say, from the Pharisees’ point of view, this deed was done | 


on the Sabbath day. How could anyone be divine who would 


thus break the letter of the law made for them PY. their Wee a 


priests and interpreters of the law? 


The man arose as commanded, took up his bed and walked. 
Then the Jews said to the man who was cured, It is the Sabbath __ 


day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. What a criti- 
cism that was to make to a man recovered suddenly from thirty- 


eight years of misery! He pee cared very little for that : a 


official Pharisee law. 


But he had the simple answer, against which nothing cottld: 
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be said, He that made me whole, the same sai unto me, Take 

- upthy bed and walk. : 

_ They asked him ah had done this but he could not tell, 
because Jesus had gone on among the crowds into the temple. 
It was one of the worst of cases because the man had brought 

his affliction upon himself through sinful folly in his youth. 

_ The man went on into the temple and there he met that One 
_who had made him whole, and that One also spoke to him, Be- 

hold thou art made whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing ¢ come 
unto thee. ; 

| Then the man, no doubt supposing ‘hat he was ddne a ag | 

_ thing, told the Jews that it was Jesus who had cured him. At 


_ that the Jews renewed their persecutions. of Jesus and sought Se 
— to kill Him pecause He Ee done these things on the Sabeatl =e 


. eos | | 
One of the wonderfully great chines was now said to thent 

a ts Jesus, My Father worketh hitherto and I work. This en- — 
- raged them still more, because He had not only broken the 
Sabbath, but He had claimed God as His F ather, thus making 
_ Himself equal with God. - 2 
3 From this conflict with His enemies, F esus went into a se- 
cret place i in the mountain and i a Stee in prayer and com- 
oR munion with the Father. - oe: | 


THE ROMAN OFFICER AND HIS GREAT FAITH. 
As if to shame the lack of faith that was among many of | 
_ Jesus’ friends, and be a rebuke to the wicked blindness of the 
Z Pharisees, we have an example of wonderful faith in the ex- 
| peace of Jesus with the Roman officer (Luke 7 eile The 
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Je ews, believing themselves to be the chosen people of God, did 
not suppose that anyone else. could ever receive any divine 
favor or share in the divine life. This was one of the doctrines | 
of Christ that seemed impossible to them, in which He held — 
_ that God’s salvation was for all who would do His will. For 
_a soldier to have faith and that one a Roman, appeared to be 
the farthest extreme. This incident happened soon after He 
_ had chosen His disciples, who were finally given the most,won- | 
 derful command ever given in the history of the world (Mat- 
thew 28:19), Go ye therefore and teach all nations, thus car- 
_ rying out the wonderful prophecy of Isaiah (52:10), All the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of the God. 
Jesus was in Capernaum when the captain of a company of 
_ Roman soldiers sent to Christ some Jewish elders on the singu- - 
__ Jar request that He heal the officer’s favorite servant, then lying 
_ very il]. We wonder much about the circumstances. It is said 
that the officer had been very good to the Jews. They regarded 
him as a very excellent man. He had even built a synagogue 
for them with his own money. The Jewish messengers of the 
~ Roman officer plead with Christ to go with them to the captain’s 
home and heal the servant. So Jesus went with them. When | 
the Roman officer learned that Christ was coming, he sent 
__ friends to Him saying, Lord, trouble not Thyself; for I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldst enter under my roof; wherefore — 


| _ neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee: but say is | 


ir in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 

___ After Jesus had heard the humble message sent Him by an 
: - officer of the great Roman empire, He turned to His follow- 
_ ersand said, I [ say unto you, I ave not found so great faith, no, 
notin Israel. 
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That is to say, Christ had been accepted by this Roman 
with better understanding, and therefore with more faith, than 
had been done by any of the Jews. Perhaps the Roman hadno 


prejudice to begin with, while the Jews were possessed with the 


idea of being a chosen people and that the coming Christ was © 
to come as a great conquering King for Israel. 3 af teas 
The messenger returned to the house and found the servant a 
fully recovered. : : 
Now came out of this lesson one of the world changing ze: 
meanings made clear. He said to the Jews, that, in the day of 
Judgment (Matthew 8:11), many persons of other nations 
would come from the East and the West, and be acceptable to 
God, but many unbelieving Jews would never enter the king- 


dom of Heaven, because God did not regard the forms of wor- s 
ship as making them worthy, but the nature of the inner life hi 


being 1 in Harmony, with the will of the Father. 


RESTORING THE WIDOW’S SON. 


The pity and sympathy of the Savior is nowhere better - 
shown than in bringing to life the son of the Widow of Nain. _ 


As He came up to the gate of the city of Nain, on the way the © ‘ 
day after healing the servant, they met a funeral procession 
coming out in which a woman was weeping bitterly. She was _ 


the mother of the young man being taken to his grave. ae 
And when the Lord saw her (Luke 7:13), He had compas- 


sion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. And He came and ~ : 
touched the bier; and they that bore him stood still, and He 


said, Young man, I say unto thee, arise. And he that was dead - 
sat up, and began to speak; and He delivered him unto his 
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THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN.—Luke 18 
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mother. And there came a font upon all: and they slonifed 


God, saying, That a great Prophet is risen up ante us; and, 
That God hath visited His people. 
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‘THE DAUGHTER OF THE HIGH PRIEST. = = — | 
A FATHER S LOVE FOR HIS CHILD. | 


_ Jesus came across the water from fe ile region - the ae 
_Gadarenes and many people met Him at the shore. Among — 
them was a chief priest, the ruler of the synagogue, who awaited 
the coming of the Lord with the greatest anxiety. This man, 
whom one would expect to be among the scoffers at Christ, fell — 
at Jesus’ feet and besought Him greatly, saying (Mark 5:23), — 
My little daughter lieth at the point of death; I pray Thee, — 
come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and oS 
she shall live. a 

Always touched i into the deepest sympathy by RUE ae ae 
tress, Jesus went with the father of the little girl, that He might _ 
fulfill the faith the high priest had in Him. A great crowd fol- 
lowed among whom was a woman having a wasting disease that _ 
had terribly afflicted her for twelve years. She had spent all 
she had trying to get well and had suffered from all kinds of = 
remedies in vain. 

Now when she heard of J esus, ae felt ae presence in ave = 
-_of great faith. She said, If I may only touch His garment, I 
shall be made whole. She passed up into the crowd that fol- 
lowed Him and touched His clothing. Instantly she felt in her —- 
body that she was healed of that plague. 2 ey 

Jesus turned and said, Who touched my Spi J) sae 

The disciples called His attention to the great numbers = 


41-56. 
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Tue DAUGHTER OF JaiRUS.—Luke 8 
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about Him, as much as to say, many touched you, how can we 


tell whom you mean? 

But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what was 
done in her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him all — 
the truth. And He said unto her, Daughter thy faith hath made 
thee whole. Many indeed had touched His garments and it 
made no difference to any existence, but she had come to Himi in 
faith, believing. 

While He was talking to this woman, some friends came out 
to Jairus, the high priest, saying, Thy daughter 1s dead ; why 
troublest thou the Master any further? 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He saith | 
unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 
He allowed no one to follow Him into the house but the 
father and three disciples. Coming up to the door they heard, 
as usual in such cases, great lamentations for the dead. | 

And when He was come in, He saith unto them, Why make 
ye this ado, and weep? The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 
And they laughed Him to scorn. But, when He had put them 


all out, He taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and - = 


them that were with Him, and entereth in where the damsel was 
lying. Then He took the damsel by the hand and said unto her, 
I say unto thee, arise. | 
The little one arose and walked. Their j joy seems to have 
been overwhelmed with astonishment, but we can well believe 


that the parents never lost faith after that, and we can wonder if 


anyone having such a divine visitation as that twelve-year old 
girl, may not have been somehow worth much to the world. 
Who of the divinely great might claim her for their ancient _ 


ay 
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- mother? Perhaps, in all His wonderful work, Christ may have 


had deeper meaning than any of us have ever known, or imag- 
ined, for the welfare of humanity. 


THE DAUGHTER OF THE CANAANITE WOMAN. 
A MOTHER'S LOVE FOR HER CHILD. 


Jesus went over into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. There 
in those scenes occurred an experience that is full of wonder 
and interest. The mixed nationalities of that country were 
especially despised by the Jews. A common name, in peas ae 


of them, was to call them “dogs.” 


Upon His arrival, one of those people was among the fret 
to seek His aid. A woman had a daughter very much afflicted. 


But how could she be expected to believe in Jesus, if somany of 


the religiously exalted Jews scorned Him? And yet she came 


with a strange cry of despair, Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou 
son of David! See how her child’s affliction was her own! And 


Christ’s answer seemed equally strange, because it was a severe 


trial of proving her earnestness and her faith. He repeated the 


usual idea of His countryman, I am not sent but unto the lost 


_ sheep of the house of Israel. Therefore, of course, He owed no 


mercy to anyone not of the chosen people. This would set Him 
before her as upholding the cruel idea of one nation alone hav- 


ing any hope in God. 


But this did not stop her. She had faith that He had come 


-_ for the healing of all nations. She came and worshiped Him, 
saying, Lord, help me. Still she bears the burden of her child, 


and to help her is to restore her daughter. Jairus, the chief 


priest, had asked help for his daughter, the Canaanitish woman 


tif 


Hit. fate 


Curist STILLING THE TEmprst.—Mait. 8: 23-27. 
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had ached it for herself. The mother and her child’s suffering 


were as one sufferer. So, the father asked help for his little 
_ daughter, but the mother said, Lord help me. This was clearly 
not for any selfish reason, but for the ee love in which 


rs _ mother and child were one. 


| ~Then He answered her in gallon more unfriendly form. Itis 
not meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs. But 


this terrible reference to her social condition did not lessen her 


hope, and she said (Matthew 15:27), Truth Lord; yet the dogs 
eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ tables. 
- Even thus humble she was still clinging to her faith that 


Jesus would not turn her away, but would relieve the great an- 


- guish in her soul for the loved one at home. And He did not — 
turn her away. He would never fail, to Fula such faith as that — 


oS of this distressed mother. 


Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, ereatis 


thy faith; be it unto thee, even as thou wilt. And her daughter 


was made whole from that hour. — 


A REQUEST THAT BROUGHT FORTH A WONDERFUL TRUTH. | 
_ A MOTHER WHO WANTED MORE THAN ENOUGH 
FOR HER CHILDREN. 


Mothers believe that there 3 is nothing too good for their chil- _ 


ee dren, and it seems always to have beenso. The Mother of Zebe- 


__ dee’s children, with her sons, came worshiping Christ, and, it is © 
strange to say, desiring something of Him. And He said unto 
her (Matthew 20:20), What wilt thou? 

_ Her request was not a very small one. Perhaps she had not 
_ the slightest idea how great it was. ; | 
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She saith unto Him, Grant that these my sons may sit, the | 
one on Thy right hand, and the other on Thy left, in Thy king-. 


dom. Even this beloved family believed that the Kingdom of 
God came by observation and was like unto the glory of Rome. 


Jesus replied to her and her sons, Ye know not what ye ask. 
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of and to Bs be 


baptized with the baptism that Iam baptized with? | 
Although Jesus had just told them that they did not know 


of what they asked, with truly supreme ee they re=5 2 


plied, We are able. 


Very well then, He told them, Ye shall drink indeed of My 
cup and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; _ 
but to sit on My right hand and on My left, is not Mine to give, 
but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of My a 


Father. 


This attempt to secure the most Ghat: place i in pence dis- 2% 
pleased the other ten. disciples and made them very ihe nan a 


against James and John. 


Then Jesus gave an astounding explanation that put an- 


other vision into their minds. He reminded them of the lord- 
ship and rank prevailing in the system of civil government over 


them, how there were great ones to be served by the lesser ones. 


His system was not of this world but the very reverse. There 


was another world in which the human soul had its being and 1 its 


worth, the world of mind and of God. 


~ He told them that in the world of spirit it should not t be 
among them as in this world, but, Whosoever will be great 


es 


among you, shall be your minister; and whosoever of you will — 


be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of Man 


Tignat 


Za 


=== 
<> 
=> 


A\ 
Wie 
aS 


Yh 
if Wee 


= i, 
Y), 


IY 


Coes 7 
ZS 


LZ 


Fi 
LEAL EG LLE 
ore AO 


oe 
0 by 


ee. 


ee. 
255: 


sta: 


Sees 
SSS 


SS 


— 
S 
& 


rte 


gs 


ae 


yo WONDERFUL STORIES—NEW TESTAMENT 


came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 


life a ransom for many. | 


RAISING LAZARUS, ONE OF JESUS BELOVED 
FRIENDS, FROM THE DEAD. 


Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister Mary, and her — 


brother Lazarus. What a happy family to have thus won the — 
beautiful social interest of the Savior! It is not known what 
Martha and Lazarus had done previous to this wonderful inci- 
dent to bring forth the special affection of Jesus, but one of the 
most impressive incidents mentioned in the experience of J Le 4 


is related of Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. 


Itis told that on a certain occasion, He entered a village and es 
a woman named Martha provided for Jesus at her house. She — 
hada sister Mary who was so enthralled with the words of J esuS 
that she sat at His feet and did not help Martha with the work. — 
So Martha came to Him and said (Luke 10:40), Lord, dost 25 


Thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid 


her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said — 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about ese 
many things; but one thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen = 


that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 


This may be taken to mean that Martha was more interested = 


in pleasing Jesus by caring for His comfort than she was in 


listening to His divine truth. That might be most delightful 
in the usual human way, but Christ had already said (Matthew — 


20:28), The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to — > 
minister. Mary had chosen to hear His truth which was indeed fe ie 


the better part, for He would not be long with them. 
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When Lazarus their brother was taken very sick, the sisters _ 
sent word to Jesus, saying (John 11:3), Lord, behold, he whom 
Thou lovest is sick. And yet, , esus remained two days where © 
eS . He was. 
a Then Jesus told His disciples that eee rte was dead and : 
. that they should go tohim. When Jesus arrived, He found that — 
Lazarus had already lain in the grave four days, and many peo- 3 
ple came to Martha and Mary to comfort them. 3 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she ran out to 
meet Him, saying, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother. 
had not died. This looked like upbraiding Him, as Martha 
had sent Him word that her brother was sick. He said some a 
of the most wonderful things to her, ever said to any human ae 
being, and brought forth from her a confession of faith in Him, — : 
but she seemed unable to believe that this had any reference t tO 26 
her brother being restored to her. | 
Martha returned to her home and Mary went out to see 
Jesus, who had vopped with His ees on the outer edge of 
the town. | , 


oO eis er eel aS cece ahem reat 
7 Beh aarti eva eae is SM AL O94 


REPROACH OR REGRET. 


When Mary came to Jesus, she fell at Els feet, using the 
same words as Martha, but somehow, in that reverent humility, 
her words seemed to bear a different meaning. Instead of ques- 
tioning her as to her faith, He sympathized and wept with her, 
even so that the Jews said among themselves, Behold how He _ 
loved him. Then the Jews murmured among themselves that 
one who did many miracles, surely ought to have been able to _ 
save His friend from dying. All Te to be sure tat death a 
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ended all. Likewise, even the disciples seemed capable of say- 
ing that their master had not done His duty or what was right. 


: Thus are we still full of murmuring, doubt and unjust criti- 


cism. 

Then Jesus went up to the grave where Lazarus, according 
to the custom, was buried, in a place hollowed out of the rock. 
He told them to roll away the stone. With a few words of 
thankfulness to the Father, He cried out with a loud voice, Laz- 
arus come forth. And the dead man arose and came forth. No 
more of this wonderful occurrence is told except to say that 
many of the Jews who saw it became believers, while others — 


went away with the story to the Pharisees, thus arousing still _ 
_ more the envy and hatred ene stronger and stronger eee ie 


Jesus. 
But a most beautiful “feibate of love came later, one that 


should be remembered as the symbol of the most faithful devo- 
tion. | 


Jesus came to Bethany where they made Him a supper at. 
the house of Simon the leper. At that supper were present Laz- 
arus who had been raised from the dead and his two sisters. Ac- 
cording to her disposition as usual, Martha served at the table. 


_ We can easily i imagine her as one of those lovable characters 


who is all the time thinking of the comfort and welfare of oth- 


ers. But for Jesus, there was something far dearer to Him, and © 


that was for any devotion to His truth. This seemed to be 


Mary's interest. While they were at the table, Mary took a 


_ pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and annointed the 


feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair and the house 
was filled with the odor of the ointment. 


Then saith one of His disciples (John 12 :4), Judas Iscariot, 


she Then onic J aca Let her Hse against the day 0 0 
My oe hath she ee this. : 


THE BETRAYAL — 
AN AWFUL WARNING 
3 The Lord’s Supper 


“UDAS ISCARIOT, who was the one to handle any money 
given to the disciples, seems to have considered it a per- 

‘sonal affront for Jesus to have commended Mary, when she > 
_ wasted, as Judas saw it, the costly ointment, that could have 
been sold for so much money, and (notice the excuse) given to 


the poor. Christ’s explanation, in which He said that Mary = 


would be remembered for that deed wherever the gospel was 

_ preached, was a great contrast to the opinion expressed by 
_ Judas, that it was a wicked act. It showed not only how little 
he reverenced Jesus but how far he was from any Soo 
with the spirit of the divine teaching. | 
_. Judas was profoundly angry, 1f not revengeful. He went 
_ to the chief priests and offered to betray Jesus to them. They 
_ bargained with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that — 
time, Judas sought opportunity to betray Him. 
Not long after this, Jesus kept the passover with the twelve. 
_ And as they did eat (Matthew 26:21), He said, Verily I say © 
unto you, that one of you shall betray Me. ‘And they were ex- 
_ ceedingly sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto_ 
Him, Lord, is it 12 And He answered and said, He that dip- 
ee psth his hand i in the dish with Me, the same shall betray Me. 
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- The Son of Man goeth, as it is written of Him, but woe unto 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It had been 
Boos for that man if he had not been born. : 

Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered and said, Lard: 

is it 1? Hesaid unto him, Thou hast said. 

Then Christ instituted that wonderful mpenfotial which — 
should be a remembrance to Him until the day of His coming. 
When they had gone out into the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
said unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this 
night. But Peter assured Christ that it would not be so with 


him, for he would go with Jesus both into prison and to death. 


And He said (Luke 22:34), I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall 


not crow this day, before thou shalt thrice deny that thou know- 


est-wvles 3. 
| Peter was sure that he knew himself. He could not imagine | 
himself denying his Master. It is thus that we do not under- 


_ stand our own loyalty and cannot trust it, unless it is well an- 


- chored in a hope beyond us. 

Peter said unto Him, Though I should die with Thee, yet 
will Inot deny Thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. All 
believed in themselves. Above all things they believed .them- 
selves to be loyal. One time a distressed father calling on 
_ Jesus to restore his child (Mark 9:24), cried out with tears, 
- Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief. So these disciples, 
thus fearing their own strength, might have cried out in eae 
_ Lord, Iam loyal to Thee; help Thou my loyalty. 

‘Then they went on toa place called Gethsemane. He told 
the disciples to sit there while He went on to a place to pray. 
But He took with Him Peter, and James, and John. Know- 
_ing that the end of His ministry was near, His soul was exceed- 
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ingly sorrowful even unto death. He told the three to wait 


and watch with Him. Then He went a little farther and fell 
on His face praying. Presently He returned to His disciples 


and found themasleep. It was far into the night and they were _ 
indeed weary. Jesus spoke reproachfully to Peter and went — 


back to His prayers. When He returned, they were again _ 
asleep. He went a third time to His prayer with the Father. — 
A third time He came back and found them asleep. Then He © 
said, Sleep on now, and take your rest; behold the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sin- ~ 


ners. Rise, and let us be going; behold, he is at hand that doth 


mays me tie a 26:46). 


“THE HOUR OF TREASON. 


f 


While He was speaking, J udas came up sone the dace nad & 
way, and with him a great number of soldiers with swords and _ 


staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. As they 
could see only by the light of their torches, J udas had told the — 


officers that he would kiss the man they wanted, and Him they = 


should seize. 


Judas came up and pene Jesus a ‘Hail Master, and : 


kissed Him. 


Jesus said unto ha ike 29 48), Fudan betrayest thou 


the Son of Man witha kiss? : 


The soldiers then seized Jesus and meee all a dee : 


ciples forsook Him and fled. Behold the weakness of those — 
who made of loyalty a boast! Though worse for it, we cannot — 


doubt that they were sincere when they thus boasted oF their = 


fidelity and their strength. 
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THE GREAT PRISONER BROUGHT BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST, 


Caiaphas, the high priest, had been the first to suggest that — 


Jesus be put to death (John 11:49-52), to prevent Him from 


! 


i 


raising a rebellion against Rome, in order to make himself king 


of the Jews. He expressed the opinion that Jesus would soon | 


have all Israel believing in Him and then the Romans would © 


come and destroy the nation, so Jesus must die in order to save 


the nation. Such is often the strange argument used by men 


morseless enemies the most sublime love possible in man. Jesus 


was a prisoner. And they took Him before Caiaphas, the high 


who desire to accomplish some object for which they have no 
reasonable excuse. They must make one. So, from the time | 
when Caiaphas used that argument, the Pharisees counseled to- — 
_ gether how to put Him to death, in order to save their own pop- 
ularity with the people and the Roman government. Rexic 
And now the most sordid selfishness had betrayed to re- 


“~ - 


priest, where the scribes and elders were assembled. It looke as 


as if everything had ended in defeat, but Peter followed Him 

—afar off, and sat with the servants to see the end. Whata pic- © 

_ ture of weakness it shows, yet nothing is spared in the Scrip- — 
tures. Everything is told. The Bible js thus the wonderful 


revelation of the wonderful truth about God’s idea] of man 
and man’sideaof God. | ioe | 


What a marvelous night it had been '» How full Of inteke 
est for all the world! It was now nearing daylight. Witnesses 


were sought and many came, but none with any testimony that 


testimony. 


was wanted. At last two were found who bore important false. _ 
They witnessed: We heard Him say (Mark ie 58) I will < 
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destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three 


days I will build another made without hands. But the wit- ae 


nesses did not agree in what they had heard. 


To these things Jesus would make no response. Then the : 
high priest said to Jesus, I adjure Thee by the living God, that 


Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 


Jesus saith unto him (Matthew 26:64), Thou hast said, 
nevertheless, I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of power, and CORDS in the ae 


clouds of heaven. 


Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken 3 


blasphemy; what further have we need of witnesses ? Behold, 


now ye have heard His blasphemy, what think i ‘They : ane 


swered and said, He 1s guilty of death. 


We sometimes wonder if the world is purged of that wick | 


judgment. Wars and lynchings, immoral deeds and mistreated 


children, still show us how very much there is to do to save e the me 


innocent from the enemies of Christ. 


PETER DENYING CHRIST. 


How sure we all are that we oald have acted toward a 
Christ as loyally as Peter talked to Him! But, as Jesus had — = 
already said of Peter, when He was speaking in the garden 


(Matthew 26:41), the Spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 


is weak. ‘There were soldiers all around and it was certain 


death to be known as a disciple of Jesus. 


Peter was sitting among the servants and lookin on tosee | 
what was being done, when a maid seeing him, said, This man — 


was also with Him. 
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Then a man said, Thou art also one of them. And Peter | 
said, Man I am not. : 

And about the space of an hour after (Enke 22:59), another — 
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth, this fellow also was 
with Him: for he is a Galilean. And Peter said, Man, I know 


And Peter denied, saying, Woman, I know Him not. 3 


i ihe Hi 7 ir 


Tue LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD.—Matt. 20: 1. 


not what thou sayest. And immediately while he was as speaking — 

the cock crew. 
And the Lord turned and {poked upon Peter. ee 
O what a look upon a beloved disciple who had been ¢ SO 

‘courageous and then-so weak! | 
Then Peter remembered what his Master had said. 
And Peter went out and wept bitterly. 
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“JESUS BEFORE PILATE. 


_ The council of Pharisees, which had condemned Him, hur- 
-ried Him away to Pilate, the Roman governor, in order to show 
their zeal for the Roman government. Before Pilate, they ac- 
cused Him, saying (Luke 23:2), We found this fellow pervert- 
ing the nation, anid forbidding to give tribute to Cxsar, saying _ 
that He Himself is Christ, a king. | 

Meanwhile, Judas repented Sid brought the thirty pieces 
~ of silver back to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sin- | 
ned in that I have betrayed innocent blood. And they said, 


_ What is that tous? See thou to that. In other words, the pris- — 
oner was now acondemned man in theirhands. Theycould not — 


go back of that as to any question of His innocence. Such a 
, question was only on J udas head. | 


THE ‘TRAITOR’S REWARD. 


Then Judas threw down his ill-gotten silver and went and 
itieed himself. The priests did not know what to do with this 
blood money. It was unlawful to put such money in the treas- 
ure, so they went and bought a desert place to bury paupers in. 
__All this fulfilled the prophecies of Zechariah (11:12-13). But _ 
_ what an awfully perverted condition it showed for both Jus- 
tice and religion. They considered it all right to bribe a traitor 
to betray Jesus to death, but it would be sinful to put the money 
back into the treasury. This was putting the taint on the coin 
and not into the hearts of men, where Jesus always taught 
that the sin lay. 

Pilate knew that the Pharisees had delivered Jesus to him 


new 
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out of envy, rather than for any love for Pilate or the Roman Ee 
government. Besides, no witness had accused Him of any- 


thing that was worthy of punishment according to Pilate’s 


judgment. Even Pilate’s wife had come and warned him not _ 
to have anything to do with the condemnation of this just man. _ 


_As it was the festival season when it was customary for 


some prisoner to be released to please the people, Pilate offered 
them the choice between Barabbas, a noted robber, and Jesus, — a 
evidently hoping they would prefer to release Jesus. But 
the people called for the release aN Barabbas and cried out for 


~ Jesus to be crucified. 
- Pilate tried to reason with them. He said herice gag Bolen 


- Why, what evil hath He done? But they cried out all the 3 


more, Crucify Him. | 
With that he took water and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just per- 


son; see ye to it. Then all the people answered; His blood be | 


on us, and on our children. ‘There could be no more horrible 


evidence of the madness of a mob, and the impossibility of mob 
justice. 


them to be scourged and crucified. 


At that he reléased Barabbas and delvered Jesus over unto | 


Pilate called himself innocent, but the world has never : a 


since called him innocent. He did not fulfill his duty to inno- 
cence, or even to boasted Roman justice, but yielded to the 
clamor of the mob. He did not have the courage or character 
of his responsibility as a virtue, even then so highly developed 
in the Romans asa national honor. And yet, his conduct in this 


awful example of official experience appears far better than | z 
that of the Jews, who knew themselves as the chosen people of : ¢ 
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God. Doubtless we ee many a similar experience, not know- | 

_. ing, on account of prejudice, when we are rejecting Him, though 
we claim Him as our Lord. Before blaming the Jews for such 

= blindness and injustice, we must first be sure that we, ourselves, 
are blameless enough to be an impartial and fairly qualified 
judge. It must be remembered that, on a notable occasion, 
Christ said (Matthew 25:40), Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my brethren. 

ye have done it unto me. 
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THE FLAGELLATION.—Mark 1 5 
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: CRUCIFY HIM 
NOT THIS MAN BUT BARABBAS 


Caesar’s Friend 


IKE the story of creation, the story of the crucifixion can- 

not be retold, without losing some of the wonderful 
meaning revealed in the language of the Scriptures. It con- 
tains too much to be put into words or to be comprehended by 
the mind. Each must get what he can receive out of the de- 
e scriptions recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. They 


contain the entire revelation of the inhumanity of the human 


‘race. The Scripture story of the Crucifixion reveals all the 


folly that can be done 1 in the name of religion, aye and pa- 


ee triotism. | 
3 Pilate hoped that the people would choose to releace Jesus, 
_ when he offered them choice between Barabbas, the political 
offender, and Jesus the religious offender. But the cry, Not 
this man but Barabbas, was unanimous. The good that Jesus 
~ had done seemed lost in a world drowned in a flood of injustice. 
_ The common people who had heard Him gladly were awed into 
__- silence by the mob striving for favor with the Pharisees and 
Romans. And yet, Truth crushed to earth shall live again. 
The good that Christ did lived after Him, and grew, until now 
the peteed world knows that it is the only hope for Peace on 
earth and good will to men. 
_ Matthew peers the story of the Crucifixion in the twenty- 
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seventh chapter at the twenty-sixth verse, where Barabbas is _ 
released and Christ is delivered to the soldiers. Doubtless many 


an innocent man has suffered as much brutal treatment since, _ 
but never one so innocent as this One, with such friendship for _ 
mankind. Many a good man has been reviled and cruelly — 


slain but never so good a man as this. Many aman withadi- — 


vine message has been tortured to the most abusive and dis- 
tressful death, but never was such another who was himself _ 3 
the divine message and mission. In this case the contrast was 
in the widest extremes. So vividly does it represent every sym- 


pathy 1 in the experience of human feeling, that it remains for all _ 
time the meaning and the standard of suffering i in the cause of ae 
righteousness. : a 


FORSAKEN. 


After all the dione and cruelty ‘hat the face - “ 


a Geb could devise, Jesus came to the end of the earthly nature _ 
in Him, and, according to the explanation of commentatorsand _ 
| theologians, suffered the last agony of a human being which _ 
is despair, especially from the desertion of God, It has been 


explained that this was necessary in order that all who feel G 
themselves despised and rejected of both man and God, could 
know that the Lord and Savior had been in their place and — 


had borne their infirmities, as quoted by Matthew (8:17) from — 
Isaiah, Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses, also 


re-affirmed by Peter (1 Peter 2:24), Who His own self bore — 


our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 


sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose SLES: ye were 
healed. a 
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According to the explanation, the body nature in Him gave 
way in the ninth hour, and He cried out in a loud voice, say- 
ing, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me? 

The apostles do not comment on this most wonderful, if — 
not mysterious, outcry of the Savior, now dying the death of 
mortal man in the worst condition of torture and misery.. Num- 
erous explanations have been offered by others, and yet, may 
it not have been a-cry of triumph instead of despair? Those 
words are the beginning of the great prophecy of the Psalms — 
(22:1) as chanted in the temples of Israel. That Psalm with — 
the twenty-third and twenty-fourth form the greatest triology — 
- of prophetic and triumphant songs of the world. As the dying — 
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a Christian might say, Nearer, My God to Thee, and mean the ~ 
_. whole song rather than the few words, so Christ may have called 

; the attention of the world for all time to this proof of His 
= divinity, and His triumph over sin and death for the edema 
tion of the human race. : 
a Even taking the words alone as a cry of despair or the loss. | 
a of faith in God, this mood of human weakness was gone at bist . 
oe . coming of His last breath, for then He again called out in a 
- . loud voice, saying, Father, into ‘Thy hands I commend my | 
o Spirit. | 
a Those who desire to ae Parlier on these dilaee might read 


these last words of Jesus (Luke 23:46) and compare them with = 
the prophetic words (Psalms 31:5), Into Thy hand I commit — 2 
my Spirit; Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of Truth. — 
The whole psalm 1 is one of triumph and deliverance. 
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“AS THE APOSTLES UNDERSTOOD THE ore EVENTS. 


~ Mark begins his story of this unsurpassable inhumanity and 
injustice at the fifteenth chapter and fifteenth verse. With a 

few varying descriptions the story is the same as told by Mat- 
thew. Luke begins with the twenty-third chapter and the 


twenty-fifth verse to tell from another point of view the story 
__ of the crucifixion, the first part being in a more condensed form. 


_ He records some of the wonderful words of the Savior | not given, 
_ by Matthew or Mark. 

A great company of the Hole people followed Jesus on 
the way to the place of the crucifixion. Many of them were 


- women, for He turned to them saying, Daughters of Jerusalem, 


__ weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your chil- 
_ dren. Truly the tears that have been shed for the disinherited © 
_ people who would not receive the Christ, and of those who have 
been the Pharisees in Christianity, can be told only in the rec- 


 ords of God. Luke records the terrible words of the meek and 


lowly Savior, showing His feelings toward the unspeakable 


- murderers. Jesus in the midst of His agony, said, Father, for- 


give them; they know not what they do. And how often have 
_ we all done brutally to innocence, because we were blind and 
would not see, because we were prejudiced and would not — 
_~ know. - Luke also tells the wonderful story of the two thieves - 
_ that were hung on either side of Jesus in mockery of Him, as 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah (53:12) that He should be 
~ numbered among the transgressors. His enemies around Him 
were mocking Him saying, He saved others; let Him save Him- - 
_ self, if He be Christ. The Roman soldiers also mocked Him, 
saying, if Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself. So one 
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2 of the Preves hanging at His Ode railed out on Him, saying, 
If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us. Even so, had Satan 
_ tempted Him three years before, saying (Matthew 4:6), If. 


_ Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down for it is written 
Fee (Psalms. Q1:11-12), He shall give His angels charge concern- 


ing Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at 


any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. So now, the 


| thief, as well as His murderers, dared Jesus to use His divine — a 
power to save Himself and the tempter from the material con- - 


y ditions of the world. But the other thief, with some deeper 
insight, rebuked the tempter bitterly, saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing that thou art in the same condemnation? And — 


__we indeed justly; for we received the due reward of our sins, 


but this man hath done nothing amiss. 


Then came a request from this thief, so great in its contrast 


with the other, Lord, remember me eben Thou comest into Thy | 


: 2 kingdom. 


_ Then, as to all such  Sppealss onde” in spirit and in truth, 


came the response of the Savior, Verily, I say unto thee, today 


AY 


ee thou shalt be with Me in paradise. 


John begins his story with the nineteenth chapter aha S1X- 


a se verse. There he tells of Jesus seeing His mother near, 
-and with her was John who wrote of this. Christ said to His — 
- mother, Woman behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother! And from that hour the disciple took her © 
into his own home. Thus Jesus, while suffering on the cross, 


thought of the welfare of His mother and gave her into the 


care of His beloved disciple as her son, and she henceforth as 
2 the re s mother. 


THE RESURRECTION > 
FROM WORST TO BEST =. 
The Great Help 


John 11:25-26.—I am the resurrection and the life; he that — 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. And: 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never die. Moa ee 

I Cor. 15:55.—O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
as thy victory? | 3 ‘ 


O the Aecnlee and followers of ae esus, their light was gone 
out, when their Lord was laid away in the tomb. Every 
_ jeer and all the ridicule of their enemies seemed to have come 
true. But somehow the chief priests and the Pharisees were 
profoundly impressed by the darkness that fell over the work 
at the death of Christ, and that they had found the veil of the — 
temple rent in twain from the top to the bottom. So they went 
to Pilate with the suggestion that the disciples of Jesus might — 
steal away the body in the night, if they did not set soldiers oe Z 
watch, and if they did not set a seal upon the stone closing the 
opening. The soldiers for a night watch were supplied and the | 
stone sealed. But in the middle watch of the Sabbath night, a 
dazzling light suddenly shone over the soldiers, and out of that 
light came an angel which broke the seal closing the sepuldiee : 
rolled the stone away and sat upon it. : | 
In the presence. of such an apparition, the Roman oldicae 3 
supposed to be hardened against any fear, fell down in a faint, _ 
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and, when they recovered, they ran away from their post. oe 
duty, returned to Jerusalem, and told what had oe to ie 
them. oF 
The coming morning, the first day of the week, soon after _ 
daylight, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and — 
Salome (or Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward), went to the tomb _ 
of Jesus, with spices and linens with which to embalm the body. — 
On the way they wondered among themselves how they would 
get the stone away, but arriving there they found the place de- | 
serted and the stone rolled away. Much alarmed at what this — 
might mean, they stooped and peered back into the interior. — 
There they beheld a most amazing vision. An angel, clothed in — 
long white garments, was sitting at the far end of the sepulchre. es 
They would have fled in fear if the angel had not spoken to 
them reassuringly, saying (Mark 16:6), Be not afraid, You — 
seek Jesus who was crucified; He is risen; He is not here, behold : 
the place where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His dis- — 
ciples and Peter, that He goeth before oe into ee there = 
ye shall see Him. — S 
They ran away in great joy ine with fear to do the bid- — 
ding of the angel. And as they went to tell His disciples (Mat- - 
thew 28:9), behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And 
_they came, and held Him by the feet, and worshiped Hine 3 
Jesus told them to go on and tell their brethren. This they 
did. John and Peter could hardly believe them. These two _ 
disciples went to the tomb in order to be sure of the truth. — 
‘Though John arrived first, he hesitated to enter, but Peter, — 
with his usual impulsiveness, rushed in and found the linen : 
clothes in which the body had been wrapped. = 
The news of the resurrection Spieaa rapide and thus grea 


a 


[igh 


s 


ZZ 


= 


LZ tj \ 


———— 
VTA ayy 
Piel) 
AH te 


Tue ANGEL AT THE SEPULCHRE.—M ait. 28: 1-7. 
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alarmed the chief priests. hese scheming men saw that they ee 


must discredit the resurrection of Jesus, or their work in hav- 
ing Him crucified would be in vain. Therefore, they bribed — 
the soldiers to say that the disciples had stolen the body while 

they slept. But those who saw Him alive increased in num- 
bers, convincing many, and yet leaving many, whose prejudices 
and interests prevailed, to say that it was as the soldiers had 


told, after the soldiers had been bribed oe the ook priests. 


WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION. 


= 


On the same day when the wonderful discoveries were made, 
and the people were hardly knowing whether to believe the 
news or not, two of the disciples went along the way from Jeru- 


‘salem to Emmaus. They were talking about the things that 
_had happened to their Master, of the strange stories of His 


being risen, when they were joined by a stranger. He asked 
them concerning their conversation. One of them, whose name 
was Cleopas, answering (Luke 24:18), said unto Him, Art 
thou a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not heard the things 
which are come to pass there in these days* And He said unto _ 


= them, What things? 


At considerable length they explained to Him as they | 


would to a stranger concerning the crucifixion and 1 resurrection oo 


of Jesus, and especially what the women had seen. 


The stranger did not seem to think that there was ene ar 
strange about it, but quoted much Scripture from the begin- __ 


ning of their conversation, to show that all they had told Him 
was to be expected, from the records of the prophets. Thus 
they conversed along the way until they reached their destina- __ 


ee. " 
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tion, late in the evening. The two disciples were so pleased 


with their wonderful guest that they invited Him to stay with 


them, and He went in with them. And it came to pass (Luke 
24:30), as He sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed | 
it and brake, and gave it tothem. And their eyes were opened, 


and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight. 


4 


THE DOUBTING THOMAS. 


The disciples were gathered in a room with the doors closed, _ 


- fearing that the enemies of Christ would seek to do them harm. 


__ _Wecan imagine them there talking over the wonderful events, © 


wondering what was to become of them. While they were talk- 
ing, Jesus stood in the midst of them. His first words were, 


Peace be unto you. After He had shown them His hands and ~ 


side, He said unto them again, Peace be unto you; as My ren 
hath sent Me, even so I send you. 

~ Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with them at this time. 
Later when he came, they said to him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them (John 20:25), Except I shall see in His 


hands the print of the nails, and put my finger in the print of _ 


the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe. 
We can wonder much that one of the twelve should doubt 


_ so obstinately but this incident shows how faithfully the record 


was kept, concerning the weakness as well as the strength of — 


_ those men who knew Christ. Even so are they an example unto 


us when we trust merely to the appearance of things. 
Eight days later, the disciples were again gathered together, 
and this time Thomas was with them. Jesus again appeared in 


their midst, saying, Peace be unto you. Then said He to 
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Ba Thomas, Reach hither thy finger and behold My hands; and 

reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side; and: be not 

faithless but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto 
_ Him, My Lord and My God. 


THE Sane 


ae - orty days ee the Ee the disciples were gath- 
___ ered together on a mountain in Galilee, according to an appoint- 
ment made by Jesus Himself (Matthew 28:16). He began 
His ministry of the gospel in Galilee and there it was to be 
ended. At that gathering He gave them His last advice, Go 


_ of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching — 


_ and lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
- _He led them on to Bethany. There He lifted up His hands _ 
and blessed them. Then He was taken up (Acts 1 :9) and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. | 
Enraptured at the vision, the disciples gazed spellbound 
__ into the heavens where He had gone, when two men, clothed in 
-_ — white, stood by them. ‘They spoke to the disciples, saying, Ye. 
___men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. 


_ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 


_ them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; g 


THE GREAT FIRST DAYS 
THE FLOCK WITHOUT A SHEPHERD 
Apostles, Disciples and Brethren z 


Acts 4:11-12.—This is the stone which was set at naught of 
you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither 
is there salvation im any other; for there 1s no other name under 
heaven given men whereby we must be saved. 


A 
- 


F TER seeing their Lord caught away ina cloud, ae fe 


eleven apostles spent the evenings together in an upper S, 


room praying and giving thanks to God, awaiting the possession 
and guidance of the comforter that was to come, according tore 


the promise of the Master. In these services of praise, ar 


eleven apostles were joined by one hundred and nine disciples. 
These one hundred and twenty worshipers together received 


the name brethren (Acts 1:16). 


During one of these meetings, Peter told them that aay | 


ought to select one to take the place of Judas, so that the twelve, a 
unbroken in number, should go forth to preach the gospel Ofse 


Christ as commanded. They selected two and cast lots for 
one, by which Matthias was chosen to be one of the apostles 
good and true, ready to suffer a sacrifice ¢ or ae fore < 


their cause. 


The feast of Pentacost eclehrsate harvest time was a yearly a 


: celebration, observed by all faithful Jews. It occurred this year 
ten days after the ascension of Christ. The brethren were gath- 
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ered together giving thanks ares siddenty there was a nee | : 
like a mighty rushing wind from heaven. The whole house was © S 
filled with a light such as had never been seen before. Tongues 
of flame played about the heads of the disciples and they began ce 
to speak other languages as if they were being thus prepared to 
preach the gospel to all people. The many visitors from the — 
various countries, speaking different languages, heard the gos- : 
pel preached each in his own language by men of Galilee, and 
were amazed at it (Acts 2:7). Those of Jerusalem not under- 
standing the foreign languages being spoken by the disciples, 
and seeing their fervent enthusiasm, thought they had taken 
~ toomuch wine. But Peter, with overwhelming truth, told them _ 

what they had done to the Son of God, and they were so stricken _ & 
that they cried out, Men and brethren, what shall we do? His — 
reply was the divine command, Repent and be baptized in the 
name of Christ. Many obeyed the voice of the apostle, and that 
‘same day the number of brethren 1 was s increased by three rhe ss 


sand redeemed Jews. 


But with all this triumph of the gospel, as were yet once 
vious sects, and unmerciful enemies thick around these wor- 
shipers. The enemies were watching | every act and See = 


for some way to accuse them. 


One day, when the spiritual awakening was continuing un- 
abated, John and Peter were on their way to the temple, and, _ 
just outside the place known as the beautiful gate, they found 
a poor beggar who had been lame from his birth. Somethingin 
him excited their sympathy as he asked for their charity. Peter 
fastening his eyes upon him, with John, said, Look onus. And 
he gave heed: unto them, expecting to receive something from 
them. Then Peter said (Acts 3:6), Sen and go have I Rae ; Be 


cane 
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| But Pitas i iave give I thee; In the name of Jesus Christ of 
— N azareth, rise up and walk. - : 
___ Immediately the lame man received ie in his crippled — 

, Piakies Leaping up, he stood and walked, and entered with 


_ them into the temple, ' walking and leaping and praising God. 


: 2 The people looked on Peter and John with such amazement that 
Peter rebuked them. He reminded them how they had caused 


: the Lord to be crucified, even when Pilate had desired to let 
_ Him go, saying, Ye denied the Holy One, and the Just, and de- 
sired a murderer to be granted unto you; and killed the Prince 


of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead. 
Such boldness, especially concerning the resurrection of the 
_ dead which the Sadducees denied, greatly offended them ané 
_ they took the two preachers and put them in prison. 
The next day when Peter and John were set before the rul- 


e ers for a hearing, the high priest asked (Acts 4 7) By what ia 


power, or by what name have ye done this? 


When Peter declared that it was by the power of Jesus of | 
Nazareth whom they had crucified and that there was no other 


» name under heaven whereby men might be saved, the rulers. 


__were astonished, because they perceived that these men were 
Be indeed only 1 ignorant fishermen. The man who had been healeg 


___ stood near by as witness and the elders could dispute nothing. 


_ Then the elders counseled together what they should do, and 
__ so decided to order the men to speak no more in the name of 


e. Jesus. They delivered this command to Peter and John, who 


Ae replied that they could speak only as they had seen and heard. 
s The elders being unable to get anything illegal against them, 
4 2 and doubtless being afraid of the great number of followers, 


et them g0. Now the people were filled with a great spiritual 
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enthusiasm, they spoke the word of God with boldness, and 2 
were of one heart and one soul. | j eters 


ba 


PERSECUTIONS THAT AVAILED NOTHING. 


The apostles caused many wonders to take place among the : : 
people, and the gospel was spreading so rapidly that the Sad- — 
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THE PUNISHMENT OF ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA.—A Cts §: I. aS 


-ducees, who were now chiefly in authority, determined to sup-_ 
press the whole movement. Solomon’s temple was the scene 
of the apostles’ preaching and multitudes began to flock there _ 
from the surrounding towns. The Jewish rulers sent soldiers, — 
took the apostles and threw them into a common prison (Acts 
5:18). But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison 


ets 
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S apse and brought Hen forth, ith said, Go, stand and speak 
‘in the temple to the people all the words of this life. © 

-_In the morning, the high priests called together the coun- 

ail of Israel and sent officers to the prison to bring the offenders 


before the judges. Presently the officers returned with a won- 
/derful ue ee found the prison locked and the pial 


ph DESTRUCTION OF BABSION ney: 18:2. 


=e ding Sarde. but the prisoners were not there. The pris- 
 oners were, at the moment this was being reported, back in the 


_ temple teaching the people. The captain then went with the 


officers and brought the apostles without violence, for they 
_ feared the people, lest they should have been stoned. 

The council asked why they continued to preach in the 
cy name of Jesus when they had been strictly commanded not to 
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_doso. The council of elders said it was now evident that they 
_ intended to bring that man’s blood upon them. Peter replied 
_ that the reason the apostles disobeyed was because they ought 
- to obey God rather than man. Then he repeated the terrible 
_ accusation against them as having slain the Savior of man. This 
_ made them fear greatly and they counseled how to destroy these 

_ bold men. But a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
_ law, at whose feet Paul had been proud to sit as a student, arose | 
_ and asked that the prisoners might be taken out of hearing so 
that he could talk to their accusers. After reminding his hear- 
ers of some special events in illustration, he closed his talk by 
saying (Acts 5:38-39), Refrain from these men and let them — 


_ alone; for if this counsel or this work be of men, it willcome to 


ee naught; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest DEL 
chance ye be found even to fight against God. | | 
And to him they agreed, and when they had called the apos= 


Pe and beaten them, they commanded that they should not __ : 


speak in the name of Jesus, and let them g0. And they departed © 
_ from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were © 


counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. And daily in the 


- temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and pie : 
S - esus Christ. | 


PAUL 
THE WONDERFUL CONVERSION | 
The Greal Expounder of the Toei | 


“Acts §:3.—As for Saul, he made havoc of the Church, enter- 
ing into every house, and Kae men and women, committed them 
_to prison. : . x 
I Corinthians 2:2. ae I determined not to know anything 
: omony you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. : 


HEN the first Christian martyr (Acts 5 54-60) was fete 
out of the city to be stoned to death, a young man stood — 


_ by and held the cloaks of the murderers. It was Saul of Tar- ° 
sus, a rich man’s son, who was learned in the law and eager to a 
destroy the Christians. He became one of the most feared ene- _ 


mies of the worshipers of the Savior. It is said that he made 
havoc of the Church, that he breathed out threatenings and — 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord. At last he decided — 


to go down to Damascus, to seize and imprison the icsplaet ae Be 
there. He went to the high ptiest for letters to the synagogues - : 
at Damascus. Such letters were given him. He was also sup- ae 


pled with a guard of soldiers, and, with a merciless heart to- ’ : 
ward the Christians, he started on his way. ee 
As he neared the city, anticipating with cruel iis hoe 


_ he was about to crush out the followers of Christ (first called 
Christians at Antioch, Acts 2:26), there suddenly flashed 


around him a dazzling light. So scarry Ue © was ‘the = 
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. experience that he fell to the ground, hearin? as he lay there 


me do? 


me penetrating voice, which said, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 


, 2 thou Me? 


He knew thats it was no human voice and that no one could 


see the being who was thus speaking to him. sd 
He said, Who art Thou, Lord? And ine Tord ae E am 


oe J esus whom thou persecutest. 


- Then in great fear, he cried out, Lord, ae wilt Thou have 


For all who offer hee prayer, ae eats has work. He told 


Saul to arise and go into the city, where it would be told him is 


: what to do. 


The soldiers around hin were speechless, hearing the voice 


_ but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when 


a vision in which the Lord spoke to him. At the sound of the 


: his eyes were opened, he saw no man; but they led him by the ; 
hand, and brought him to Damascus. And he was three ays tg 
of without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 


Meanwhile, a disciple in Damascus, named Ananias, saw 


: voice, Ananias replied, Behold I am here, Lord. And the Lord 
said unto him (Acts 9:11), Arise, and go into the street which 


is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one 
ie called Saul of Tarsus; for behold, he prayeth. 


_ But Ananias had heard of Saul (whose name was afterwards 


_ changed to Paul), and how he had wrought havoc in the Church. 
, So he was afraid. But the voice said that the Lord had chosen 
_ Saul to bear His name before the Gentiles, and before kings, 
_ and to the children of Israel. Therefore, Ananias obeyed. He | 
oe found Saul as directed. Placing his hands on him, he said, 
_ Brother Saul, the Lord (even Jesus that appeared unto thee in 
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DEATH ON THE PALE Horse.—Rev. 
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“the ‘way. as hoy camest) hath sent me, that thou mightest re- 


; _ ceive thy sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And im- — 
mediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales, and he - 


received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And 


straightway he Bie a | Christ i in the ey naEOE UG that oS is a thie 


ee Son of God. 


_ Since that time the story of Cea: is written ‘By many 


jie witnesses and historians. It has been formed into many creeds 


and denominations, and yet it is the love of Christ in the heart, 
and therefore the love of man and God, in spirit and in truth. 
ae Whatever disputes there may be concerning Bible texts and — 
_ Bible history, one profound and all-sufficient interest remains; 
we may be led by the Spirit of God (Rom. 8: 14-17) and thus oe 
become the sons of God. And if children, then heirs; heirs om ie 


Sed: and joint-heirs with Christ. 


~The so-called mystery books, the legends and apocrypha, 


= together with all criticism or doubt, fades away in the one 
_ divine revelation of the life of Christ, as the life of man and 
4 the pee of the social world. 


& 


of the sacred scriptures, and the European protestants have long 
been divided in opinion as to whether the books should oy = 
with the others as sacred and divine. a 


protestants to be false. They believe those books were written — 
in the special interests of the many Christian sects that sprang — 


| the epee new-testament books as ecu Bese which at 


HISTORY, LEGEND OR REVELATION. a 
UNSOLVED MYSTERIES OF BIBLE BOOKS” a 3 
Great Stories oi the Apocrypha | ee 


<HE tery Soule dintiwed at various times to belong ce oe 
the sacred volume, are fourteen in number for the old | 


‘testament, and several eee decided upon for + the new 


testament. | oe 

Apocrapha, as a word Anpied: fo these books ate meant hide oe 
den or secret books, but later in the meaning given by those who oS 
did not believe them to be true, it came to mean spurious. org 


unpublished. 


The Jewish selection of hooksfcr che old testament ee ner ae 


‘include those books. The first publication of the English bible = 
included them as authentic, and the English church continued as 


to include them in their bible until it was decided in 1826 to 
do so no more. The Greek church includes them in its version 


The apocryphal new-testament books are hed severally He 


up among the early Christians. The Roman Catholics accept — 
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THE MorTHER or THE MACCABEES.—2 Mace. 7: 29. 
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= They are: “Remember me, O God, for good.” The Jews speak | 
of him as “the seal of the prophets,” for they believe that with 
him the age of prophecy was closed. What happened to: the 
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is sometimes includeda Helo of the boyhood of J esus, t recount t 


a re-writing of Hieron already Sere in thie et ee 
ae mingled with local interests and additional sayings of the wise 
men of scripture. Maccabees is the most interesting story as it 
tells of a great struggle for religious liberty, and Ecclesiasticus 

_ is the most instructive as it records EU, wise es attributed 

| to David and Solomon. nee 


an unworthy to rank as divinely inspired, and so depend mostly 
on profane history for a truthful account of what might be 
called the ancient dark ages of four centuries between the aa 
of Nehemiah, the last of the prophets, and those of Christ. 


: lowing leaders here and there like lost sheep, until the light : falls 
|<< upon the struggling mass from the records bee in ‘the birth 
of Christ. 


height i in human interest of the old-testament stories, but. they 
lack the connections that seem to be required to make them le 


ing many miraculous things done by Him. : a ae = 


Biblical scholars believe seneially ae a. ponte books: 


The death of the last of the prophets i is not recorded i in ‘the 
bible, but the last words recorded of him sound like those that | 
would come from one whose earthly career was at its. close. 


Jews during those four centuries is known only in glimpses he 
and there of a religion given over to sects and disputants, fol- 


a 


The apocrypha has numerous stories that 3 rise Bones to oth 


sons in the history of life. Many pee are e recorded but the 


{ 
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. ek Fe convincing meaning which can he read in and into the - 
_old-testament wonders. Some heroes are recorded worthy of 


their ancient forefathers, but most of them are martyrs to what oe 


seems a less heroic cause. _ ) 

For i instance, Antiochus Reem: vise and through his laws 
the Jews are reduced to ue ee ae most ope des- 
: pe S 

Ene worship of Baal was obligatory v upon atl and the J ewish 


Rak seemed about to be lost in a mixture of marriage among ae 


the idolatrous Ammonites and Moabites. : : 

_ Eleazar appeared as one still keeping the faith of the ce ; 

He publicly opposed the despotic decrees of the king. He 

ae ordered to eat pork, but refusing, was beaten to death. His — 
_wife and seven sons were then ordered to eat the forbidden flesh 

and they refused to do so. The authorities, enraged at their 


‘disobedience, scourged them and still they refused to violate 


the law of Moses. Then they were tortured c one after another : 
until they died. : 


_ All opposition against the aaa oppression was earned ee 


out until the death of Antiochus, 164 B. C. A deliverer arose. 


in Maccabeus, who, with his five sons, spoke so eloquently tO = 
the people of their wrongs. that they succeeded in raising what 
“might be known. as a ragged army, but so full of religious fer- 


vor that they hid in caves and struck their enemies at such un- | 
expected times and so furiously that they frequently defeated 
the oy superior forces sent against them. 
ee _ Maccabeus died in the third year of the war and ae third 
‘son Judas became head of the army. Judas defeated the armies 
Sent seals him in Soe) battle, and finally opened the ey to 
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Jerusalem with six thousand foot-soldiers against the fort 
seven thousand infantry and cavalrymen commanded by the 
~ governor. ee ee se 


her 


The victorious bearers of the ancient faith found the great 
Solomon’s temple filthy and almost in ruins. It was at once 


MaccaBeEEs AND SyRIANS—2 Macc. 15:21. _ 


ait 


_ cleansed and repaired anda solemn feast of dedication was held 
_as a mark of the restoration of the historic temple and the re 
_ generation of the Jewish people. Oe. 


_ When Antiochus V. became king of : the Syrians, he bro 
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he of the most powerful armies of ancient times to reconquer 
the Jews. In the front of this army were thirty-two elephants, 
armored to strike terror into the men who. had n never before seen 
| these huge beasts of war. ye | 

- Bethsura was commander of the army sent to meet the Sy- | 
rian army. He held out against the overwhelming odds, with — 


almost incredible valor, until Judas could arrive with rein- 


forcements from Jerusalem. Then the yee raged hand to 
hand as one of slaughter and extermination, __ 
The hero of this terrific engagement for the iberty of the 3 
Je ews from Syrian bondage, was Eleazar, brother of Judas. He — 
was the i inspiring form, everywhere at the most desperate points - 
of the struggle. In the midst of the conflict, he saw one of the 
huge beasts, with eight warriors upon its back, spreading terror 
and havoc among his. bravest soldiers. Eleazar attacked the 
terrifying animal with his spear, and before he could be dis- 
abled, he succeeded in killing it, but as the great war-beast fell, 
it crushed out the life of the heroic defender of the faith. Elea-— 
zar’s fame was for long ages celebrated as typical of the heroic 
struggle of the eee and as an a inspiration: for aawen 
patriotism. | 

- The crush of Seca at last ne down the Maccabees: and — 
Jerusalem was retaken. But J udas kept enough of. the faith- 
ful together to continue the war until his death in 161 B.C. In 
his last battle, he defeated Nicanor in a memorable struggle 
which cost the Syrians thirty-five thousand sOHerS: and won 
for the Jews the independence of Judea. 

_ The one-hundred and sixty-one years that followed can be 
ak together only from the scraps of records left from various 
historians. It was a wicked fee of aces massacre and ruin. 
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‘We are told that Je erusalem was ae eae 


ne 


| Romans, thus unmolested, ‘used their i bauer 


ae Alan ane any Ooch conqueror in ee 
that kind of peace, they developed the fanatica I's 


_ badly represented 1 the ancient faith until the t 
light appeared that brought a new dispensation i into | 
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